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STATE OF THE HUSKERS 


BY CURT MCKEEVER 
Signing day takes a back seat to speculation 


DEEP IN THE HEART OF TEXAS 
BY JOHN TALMAN 
Roller coaster recruiting ride ends with a jolt 


THE FINAL WORD 
BY MIKE BABCOCK 
Watson, Gilmore casualties of “winter of discontent” 


CALEB WALKER 


Aaron Green is considered by many 
as one of the top running backs 


in the country. He is joined on the 


cover by other members of the this 


year’s recruiting class, David Santos, 


Jamal Turner, Charles Jackson, 
Ameer Abdullah and Bubba 
Starling. 


Volume 31, Issue 4, the 
annual spring preview, will 
be mailed Monday, March 
21. Check for updates at 
huskersillustrated.com. 


INTRIGUE 
AWAITS 


Starling’s future 
sure to be an 
interesting story 


is no shortage 
of storylines surrounding Nebraska 
football this offseason. Whether its 


stories about quarterback Taylor 
Martinez, Bo Pelini’s potential job 
offers or the disappointing finish to 
Husker 


fans have had plenty to discuss this 


a once-promising season, 
offseason. 

The latest story to unfold has been 
the shakeup on Bo Pelini’s coaching 
staff. There will be four new faces on 
the staff this spring, including a new 
offensive coordinator. Fans will surely 
be anxious to see what new offensive 
looks will begin taking place this spring 
and ultimately unveiled in the fall. 

But one story will certainly grab the 
attention of Husker fans this summer. 

The Major League Baseball draft. 

Quarterback Bubba 


Gardner, Kan., signed his national 


Starling of 


letter of intent with Nebraska and 
says he is excited at the prospect of 
competing the for the starting QB job. 
But Starling also is an outstanding 
baseball prospect as a pitcher and 
outfielder. Baseball America recently 
tabbed him the top high school prospect 
in the country. So Starling could stand 
to get a huge payday, giving him and 
his family a big decision to make 
between football and baseball. 

How big? 

Obviously it depends where Starling 
is selected. But last year’s No. 1 


overall pick, Bryce Harper, signed for 
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twitter.com/aaron babcock 


$6.25 million with the Washington 
Nationals. The second pick, pitcher 
James Taillon, actually signed for 
more — getting $6.5 million from the 
Pittsburgh Pirates. 

A top 10 pick will likely garner an 
offer better than $2 million, and a first 
round selection is almost sure to fetch 
at least $1 million. 

That’s a ton of cash. 

Husker fans will watch from afar, 
holding their breath, during what will 
likely be a long process for Starling and 
his family. 

This is not a first for Nebraska 
football. Carl 


watching the ink dry on his seven-year 


Crawford, is_ still 
$142 million contract with the Boston 
Red Sox this offseason. He signed a 
national letter of intent with Nebraska 
in 1999. He didn’t even need top 10 
money to lure him to the big leagues. 
He was a second round pick (No. 52 
overall by Tampa Bay) and never suited 
up for the Big Red. His addition to the 
program, could have changed the last 
10 years. 

So mark June 6 on your calendar. 
That is the first day of the Major 
League Baseball draft. That will be the 
first chapter in another intriguing story 
for the Huskers this offseason. 

Send me your comments or story ideas 


to aaron@huskersillustrated.com. 
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Bran 


was among three 
Husker true freshmen who earned 
letters in 2010. The cornerback from 
Arlington, Texas, even started against 
Iowa State after Alfonzo Dennard 
was sidelined with a concussion. 

Ciante Evans was among three 
Husker true freshmen who earned 
letters in 2010. The cornerback from 
Arlington, Texas, even started against 
Iowa State after Alfonzo Dennard 
was sidelined with a concussion. 

In order for a true freshman to 
play, opportunity and ability must 
come together. Evans “picked 
things up quickly and showed us 


good ability from the start,” coach 
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Bo Pelini said the week before the 
Iowa State game, “and because of 
mixing and matching, he had a lot of 
opportunities.” 

Offensive guard Andrew Rodriguez 
and wide receiver Quincy Enunwa 
were the other true freshmen to earn 
letters. Rodriguez was just the eighth 
true freshman offensive lineman to 
letter at Nebraska since the NCAA 
reinstated freshman eligibility (for 
varsity competition) in 1972. 

Eleven true freshmen, one a 
walk-on, have earned letters during 
Pelini’s three seasons. In addition, 
linebacker Sean Fisher and defensive 
end Cameron Meredith might have 


earned letters, seeing brief action 


in games early in their freshman 


season (2008) before being sidelined 
by injury and receiving medical 
redshirts. 

Bill Callahan was much more 
inclined to play true freshmen than 
any Husker coach in recent history. 
During his four seasons, 31 true 
freshmen earned letters, many of 
them playing primarily on special 
teams. 

By comparison, during Tom 
Osborne’s final seven seasons — after 
the freshman-junior varsity program 
was discontinued in February of 
1991 — only 20 true freshmen earned 


letters. 
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True freshman lettermen 


2010 


2009 
2008 
2007 

6 


2 


Niles Paul, WR 
Latravis Washington, LB 


00 


2005 
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2004 
Lance Brandenburgh, LB 
Cortney Grixby, DB 
Brandon Jackson, RB 
Terrence Nunn, WR 
Santino Panico, KR 


ns 
S 
oo 


Greg Austin, OL 
Andy Birkel, WR 
Joe Dailey, QB 
David Dyches, K 
Brandon Teamer, DL 
2002 
Matt Herian, TE 
David Horne, IB 
Mark LeFlore, WR 
Fabian Washington, CB 
2001 
Philip Bland, DB 
Barrett Ruud, LB 
Mike Stuntz, WR 
2000 
Willie Amos, DB 
Terrell Butler, DB 
T.J. Hollowell, LB 
Benard Thomas, RE 
1889 
Toniu Fonoti, OG 
John Garrison, C 
Taylor Gehman, DB 
1898 


Keyuo Craver, DB 
Jason Lohr, DT 
Jeremy Slechta, DT 


“Indicates walk-on 


HI’S TOP 


FIVE FOR WHOM 
IT DIDN'T WORK 


Even the most highly publicized recruits don’t 
always succeed, for various reasons. Sometimes, 
the issue is academics. Sometimes, it’s injuries. 
Sometimes, athletes have trouble adjusting. And 
sometimes, the fit just isn’t good. Here are five 
prominent running backs who would never last long 


enough to earn a letter at Nebraska. 


GREG WHETSEL, 6-4, 218 

1) Ridgeway, Ohio (1977) 
Ohio State, Michigan and USC offered scholarships, 
averaged 7.3 per carry with Husker frosh. 


NOVELL JACKSON, 6-1, 190 

Havre de Grace, Md. (1983) 

Two-time prep All-American, rushed for 3,000 yards 
and 36 touchdowns during high school career. 


BRIAN KNUCKLES, 5-11, 195 

Coffeyville, Kan., Community College (1994) 
Broke Mike Rozier’s rushing record at Coffeyville, 
transferred to Western Illinois, earning All-America 
recognition in 1996. 


MARVIN SIMS, 5-9, 175 

Apple Valley, Minn. (1992) 

One of two Parade Magazine All-Americans to sign 
with Huskers in 1992. The other was Tommie Frazier. 
Transferred to Northern Iowa. 


JIMMY AUSTIN, 6-1, 205, Miami, Fla. (1979) 
Self-proclaimed Heisman candidate, in same 
recruiting class as Roger Craig. Transferred to Miami. 
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Drill 


SUPER 
BOWL REP 


Green Bay Packers running 
back Brandon Jackson was the 
only former Husker to play in 
this year’s Super Bowl. Jackson, a 
3-star recruit according to Rivals 
out of high school in Horn Lake, 
Miss., left Nebraska after his 
junior season as a second-round 
draft pick of the Packers. Jackson 
was the highest-drafted Husker 
running back since Lawrence 
Phillips, a first-round pick in 1996 
— also following his junior season. 

Jackson rushed for 703 yards 
and three touchdowns on 190 
carries this season. He also caught 
43 passes for 342 yards and one 
touchdown. 

Mick Tingelhoff leads the list of 
former Huskers who have played 
in the Super Bowl, with four 
appearances. Roger Craig, Grant 
Wistrom and Russ Hochstein 


each played in three. 


SENIOR BOWL 


Nebraska was well-represented in the 29th 
annual Senior Bowl all-star game at Mobile, 
Ala., in late January. In fact, it had more 
participants than any other school with six: 
Pierre Allen, Eric Hagg, Roy Helu, Jr., Alex 
Henery, Mike McNeill and Niles Paul. They 
played for the North team, which lost 24-10. 

Helu carried twice for 3 yards. Paul caught 
a pass for 5 yards and returned a kickoff for 29 
yards. Hagg, Allen and Paul each had a tackle. 


And Henery averaged 42.8 yards on six punts, 
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as well as kicking an extra point. 

Mike Smith, who missed his senior season 
at Nebraska because of a broken leg suffered in 
fall camp, was selected to play in the East-West 


Shrine All-Star game at Orlando, Fla. 


: 9/3 
: 9/10 
: 9/17 
: 9/24 
10/1 
: 10/8 
: 10/22 
: 10/29 
: 11/5 
InP 
: 11/19 
: 11/26 
: 12/3 
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IOWA 

Big Ten Championship 
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Pro Bowlers 


Former Huskers Ndamukong Suh and Carl Nicks were selected to play in 


the NFL Pro Bowl. Suh, the only rookie named as a starter and one of only 
four rookies selected to either the AFC or NFC roster, did not play in the game, 
however, opting for shoulder surgery in order to be healthy for the off-season 
program. 

Suh was the Lions’ first defensive rookie to be selected for the Pro Bowl 
since Al “Bubba” Baker in 1979 and the first Detroit rookie overall to be 
selected since Barry Sanders in 1990. Suh also was the only rookie named to 
the Associated Press All-Pro team, after leading NFL interior linemen with 10 
sacks. He was the first rookie defensive lineman to earn All-Pro recognition 
from the AP since Jevon Kearse in 1999. 

Nicks finished his third season with the New Orleans Saints. He has started 
at offensive guard for the Saints since the fourth game of his rookie season. 

Nebraska has been represented in 19 of the last 20 Pro Bowls. Will Shields 
has had the most Pro Bowl appearances among former Huskers with 12 during 
his 14 seasons. Bob Brown, Mick Tingelhoff and Neil Smith were selected for 
six Pro Bowls each, Irving Fryar for five. 
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SIDELINES 


HEAD START 

Three freshmen in Nebraska's 
2011 recruiting class are already 
on campus and will participate 
in spring practice, finishing high 
school early in order to get a 
headstart on their collegiate 
careers: quarterback Jamal Turner, 
defensive tackle Kevin Williams 
and offensive lineman Tyler 
Moore. 

A year ago, freshman defensive 
linemen Chase Rome and Jay Guy 
enrolled early. 

Prior to Rome and Guy, 
Nebraska had never had more 
than one freshman leave high 
school early and enroll in a given 
year. Antonio Bell (2009) was a 
January freshman enrollee, but 
he had signed a letter of intent 
the previous year. Jacob Hickman 
enrolled full-time in January of 


2006, after grayshirting. 


2011 

Tyler Moore, OL 

Kevin Williams, DT 

Jamal Turner, QB 
2010 

Jay Guy, DL (redshirted) 

Chase Rome, DL (redshirted) 
2009 

Cody Green, QB (lettered) 
2008 

Kody Spano, QB (redshirted) 
2007 

Marcus Mendoza, RB (redshirted) 
2002 

Curt Dukes, QB (redshirted) 
1998 

Dahrran Diedrick, RB (redshirted) 
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Husker Hall of Fame coach Bob 
Devaney’s first head coaching job at the 
collegiate level was at Wyoming, where 
his record was 35-10-5 in five seasons. 
Recruiting to Laramie, Wyo., had unique 
problems. Devaney wrote in his 1981 
autobiography: “We needed extra recruiters 
when we were at Wyoming. Not to recruit 
the kids, but to keep them in Laramie once 
we got them. We had to keep one coach at 
the bus depot, one at the airport and another 
at the train station to keep our players from 


leaving town.” 


THE WYOMING WAY 


UNDER PRESSURE 


Recruiting is the lifeblood of successful 
collegiate programs, of course, and 
Nebraska Hall of Fame coaches Bob 
Devaney and Tom Osborne were masterful 
recruiters, which came with a price. 

Devaney wrote in his 1981 autobiography: 
“T liked recruiting in those early years. But 
eventually, the pressure of recruiting was 
one of the things that led me to hang it up 
as a coach.” 


Osborne said the same thing when he 


stepped aside following the 1997 season. 


COACH OF THE YEAR 

Former Husker player and 
assistant coach Tony Samuel 
received the 2010 Eddie Robinson 
Award honoring the Football 
Championship Subdivision’s 
coach of the year after directing 
Southeast Missouri State to a 9-3 
record and the school’s first Ohio 
Valley Conference championship 
and playoff berth. The Redhawks 
were 2-9 in 2009. 


MONEY MATTERS 

Unofficial, estimated data of net 
bowl revenue to be distributed by 
the Bowl Championship Series, as 
released in late January, showed 
that the Big Ten, Southeastern and 
Pac-10 conferences would each 
receive $27.2 million, while the 
Atlantic Coast, Big East and Big 12 
conferences would receive $21.2. 

The Big Ten, SEC and Pac-10 
each had two teams in BCS bowls. 

In addition, non-automatic- 
qualifier conferences would 
receive $24.72 million to share 


among them. 
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Still Ranked 
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HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED CIRCLES THE GLOBE 


Huskers Illustrated was thrilled to receive this photo from our 


subscriber, Mike Robart. Robart, pictured reading the 2009 Huskers 
Illustrated yearbook (with Marlon Lucky pictured on the cover). At 
the time of this photo he was part of Reconnaissance Battalion, 3rd 
Marine Division in the Al Anbar Province somewhere near Fallujah, 
Iraq. Serving with the Navy, Robart was actually stationed with Marines 
as a chaplain’s bodyguard. We are glad to know that our publication was 


able to bring some enjoyment to our troops serving our country. 


HE'S BACKS 


It’s not recruiting news, but it might as well be. Junior defensive tackle 
Jared Crick announced in mid-January that he would not submit his 
name for the NFL draft but rather would return for his senior season. His 
statement read, in part: “Playing for Coach Pelini is a great opportunity, 
and I am looking forward to continuing that in 2011. Hopefully, I will 
have the chance to play at the professional level in the future . . .” 

Crick finished third on the team with 70 tackles and led the Huskers in 
tackles-for-loss (17 and sacks (92) and was a first-team All-Big 12 honoree 
for the second year in a row. 

Junior cornerback Alfonzo Dennard announced he would return prior to 


the Holiday Bowl game. 
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Ravenna 


IF YOU WERE TO VISIT Ravenna, with Drake Ravenna, Neb. 
Beranek as your host, the first place you probably | County: Buffalo 
would go is the high school gymnasium. The | Population: 1,348 

: Distance from Lincoln: 118 
Husker senior would be compelled to show you ae 
“where the tradition begins,” he said. “It’s kind 
of a sacred place in Ravenna.” DID YOU KNOW? 
> Ravenna, incorporated in 
October of 1886, was named 
final three years at Ravenna High, the basketball team, coached | after Ravenna, Italy. 
by his dad Paul, was a combined 73-7, including 41 consecutive | » Ravenna calls its annual 
Annevar Celebration in June a 
“party for central Nebraska” 


Beranek had something to do with the figurative sacredness. His 


victories, a state championship and a state runner-up finish, 


“We had a helping hand, for sure,” Drake said. “But a lot of 
people go into that, a lot of history.” 

As you'll quickly learn, Beranek wears modesty as if it were his No. 31 Husker jersey. 

Suggest that he’s a celebrity in his hometown, for example, and he’ll quickly counter. “I 
wouldn’t go that far. People kind of know who | am, and they talk to me,” he said. “But when 
you live in a small town, you kind of get to know everybody, anyway.” 

Ravenna couldn’t ask for a better representative. After his high school success, Beranek had 
a distinguished three-year career at Nebraska-Kearney. He was a three-time all-conference 
selection, a two-time all-region honoree, and his 1,453 points rank 15th on the school’s career 
list. 

But he wanted more, opting to transfer to Nebraska and walk on to Doc Sadler’s team. After 
sitting out a season, he has earned a scholarship and a place in the Huskers’ rotation. 

“T don’t really think about the decision I made,” he said. “I think part of it was maybe I 
was just meant to be here, eventually. It was kind of a broken road to get here. But now that 
I’m here, I’m enjoying every minute of it. I’m not going to second-guess anything I’ve done 
so far.” 

He’s also not going to forget his hometown roots. His community is “just such a close-knit 
group,” Beranek said. “That’s why it’s so important for me to represent them well because I 
feel like we’re all together in this. I don’t think people really understand small towns unless 
you're from one. 

“It’s pretty clichéd, but it really is true, values and that sort of thing.” 

In his opinion, there are no negatives. “It’s smaller and maybe you don’t get to see quite the 
culture that you do in other (bigger) towns, such as Lincoln. But I cherish all my childhood 
memories and growing up there, and really wouldn’t change anything for where I grew up,” 
he said. 
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The Power to Start, the Strength to Finish. 


~ Sergeant First Class Mitch Taylor 
Anny Vational Guoul Recruiter 
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Buckeyes top charts 


Jim Tressel, Buckeyes put together top class in Big Ten 
Conference with signing of QB Braxton Miller | s#-yv oovc.ass 


DESPITE SOME signing-day 
controversy, analysts tabbed Ohio 
State the unofficial winner in the 
Big Ten Conference's recruiting 
race. 

The Buckeyes inked 23 players 
to finish No. 11 nationally, 
according to Rivals. 

“The versatility, the balance, the 
attitude — I like everything about 
it,” Ohio State coach Jim Tressel 
said of his 2011 class. “It’s a good- 
sized group and we think they're 
going to be a good one,” 

Not among Ohio State’s 23 
signees was Chris Carter. The 
highly regarded offensive line 
recruit was arrested Feb. 1 on 
allegations of sexual imposition, 
leaving his future in doubt. 

“T think everyone is aware that 
we had something pop up that we 
didn’t know much about and we 


can’t talk about it,” Tressel said. 


Nhiskersilhustratred com 


“We don’t know what the situation 


is. It could be larger, it might not.” 

The top player in Ohio State’s 
class is quarterback Braxton 
Miller from Dayton, Ohio. Miller 
enrolled in classes in January 
in order to participate in spring 
practice for the Buckeyes. 

Ohio State’s class was heavy 
on defense, signing five defensive 
linemen, four defensive backs and 
four linebackers. Of the 23 signees, 
13 are from Ohio. 


HOMEGROWN TALENT 
Wisconsin coach Bret Bielema’s 
recruiting class featured plenty of 
homegrown talent as the Badgers 
signed nine in-state players. 
“Our class is really strong in 
the state of Wisconsin,” Bielema 
said. “Our (returning) Wisconsin 
kids are our heart and soul and 
those other guys buy in and build 


around that.” 


ZUMA PRESS/SOUTHCREEK GLOBAL 


REMARKABLE 
RALLY 


Despite having 
just three weeks 
to recruit, new 
Michigan coach 
Brady Hoke still 
managed to 
put together a 
20-player recruiting 
class that was 
ranked third in the 
Big Ten and No, 21 
nationally by Rivals, 

“Michigan is 
always a national 
brand, it's a 
worldwide brand,’ 
Hoke told reporters 
at his signing-day 
news conference. 
“But we'll approach 
recruiting in the 
state of Michigan 
first and work our 
tails off to compete 
and battle for the 
guys in this state 
who fit the mold of 
what we're looking 
for as a Michigan 
player, a Michigan 


” 


man. 


Hoke also 
credited previous 
head coach Rich 
Rodriguez for laying 
a good foundation 
for Michigan’s 2011 


class. 


TOP PROSPECTS 


* Thenational team ranking and top 


prospect for each Big Ten school, according 


~ to Rivals: 


OHIO STATE (11): Five-star LB 
Curtis Grant, rated No. 2 overall 
nationally, was a late score. 


NEBRASKA (15): Four-star RB 
Aaron Green provides big-play 
capability with 4.4 speed and 
agility. 


MICHIGAN (21): RB Justice Hayes 
was injured as a senior, but appears 
to have major potential. 


IOWA (29): Hawkeyes able to go 
into Ohio to steal away 4-star TE 
Ray Hamilton, 


MICHIGAN STATE (31): Four-star 
LB Lawrence Thomas was the No. 
l-ranked player in Michigan. 


PENN STATE (35): DE Anthony 
Zettel surprised many by picking 
the Nittany Lions late. 


WISCONSIN (38): The Badgers 
protected their home turf by 
landing in-state LB Jake Keefer. 


ILLINOIS (41); Four-star defensive 
back Dondi Kirby out of 
Pennsylvania was the top get. 


MINNESOTA (50): New coach Jerry 
Kill kept No, 1 Minnesota prospect 
OL Tommy Olson at home. 


INDIANA (NR): Zach Shaw, a 4-star 
LB, headlines coach Kevin Wilson's 
first recruiting class. 


NORTHWESTERN (NR): Three-star 
WR Christian Jones out of Spring, 
Texas, could be a play-maker. 


PURDUE (NR): Frankie Williams of 
Tampa, Fla., is a 3-star athlete with 
plenty of versatility, 
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STATE 
OF THE 


HUSKERS 


BY CURT MCKEEVER 


Signing day takes back seat to speculation 


FOR DIE-HARD college football fans, 
National Signing Day might as well be 
an official holiday. 

Let’s face it. Tasks that need to be 
accomplished at the office that day 
are bound to get put on hold once the 
information ministers release the latest 
batch of recruits, which almost always 
includes some eleventh-hour surprises. 

National Signing Day brings with 
it more presents than Christmas and 
often weirder scenarios than you might 
see from a group of St. Patrick’s Day 
revelers. 

This year, Nebraska’s became bizarre 
in a way I'd never witnessed. Bizarre 
in that Bo Pelini’s comments about the 
Huskers’ 20-player class pretty much 
got put in the “other news of the day” 
category. 

Can it get any stranger than that? 

It all started when Pelini decided to 
conduct a teleconference rather than 
meet in person with media who cover 
the Huskers. And by the time he came 
on the phone, word had come from new 
Indiana coach Kevin Wilson that the 
person he'd brought in to oversee the 
Hoosiers’ cornerbacks, Corey Raymond, 
had accepted an offer from Nebraska to 
be the secondary coach. 

Pelini, who had yet to fill a vacancy 
created when linebackers coach Mike 
Ekeler left to become Indiana’s co- 
defensive coordinator, wouldn't confirm 


Wilson's revelation about Raymond. 


Nor would he address what that meant 
for the Huskers’ Marvin Sanders, who 
had steered what was among the best 
secondaries in the nation in 2010. 

By evening — when it was learned that 
Sanders, offensive coordinator Shawn 
Watson and wide receivers coach/ 
recruiting coordinator Ted Gilmore 
had not joined NU's other full-time 
assistants at the annual recruiting 
dinner in Omaha — speculation about 
imminent change in Pelini’s staff had 
grown to the point that National Signing 
Day had become more about who might 
be leaving than about the players who'd 
signed. 

During his teleconference, Pelini was 
asked that if he was planning changes 
to his coaching staff, did he think the 
recruits would consider themselves 
misled if they hadn't been informed? 

His answer revealed a lot about his 
confidence as a leader. 

“In the end, I’m still the head coach," 
Pelini said. “There are always going 
to be changes. I mean, 1 shouldn't 
say always. But there are going to be 
changes. It happens. It’s part of the deal. 
I know there’s a trust there. 

“The young men trust me. They 
trust the staff. They trust the University 
of Nebraska that they’re going to be 
coached in such a way that they're going 
to be very happy about tt.” 

While he was on the subject of 


Nebraska’s latest recruits, Pelini seemed 


20 HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED “4+: + 


to be in the same mood. That added 
yet another oddity to the day, because 
he rarely projects himself as being too 
comfortable. 

But when asked about the 20 players 
in the 2011 class, Pelini offered that they 
filled every position-related need the 
Huskers had as they get ready to enter 
the Big Ten. 

Among that talent are 12 offensive 
players (though quarterback Bubba 
Starling is probably a longshot to play at 
NU since he’s considered by many to be 
the top prospect for the Major League 
Baseball draft in June). 

The Huskers also signed five Texans 
— giving them 27 in four classes under 
Pelini. 

And, after going from early December 
to mid-January without a known 
commitment, they finished with a kick, 
landing landed running back Ameer 
Abdullah, juco defensive end Joe Carter, 
kicker Mauro Bondi and defensive end 
Todd Peat, Jr, in the final two weeks 
before signing day. 

The final push helped Nebraska get 
ranked by Rivals.com as the 15th-best 
class, nationally, and second in the Big 
Ten to Ohio State. 

“I like where we started, and I'm 
really happy about how it finished,” 
Pelini said, 

At the time of that comment, National 
Signing Day was just heating up, And 


getting weirder by the minute. 
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THEY HAD TO CHOOSE 
BETWEEN OPENING A 
LAW FIRM OR STARTING 
A DAILY HUSKER BLOG. 
THANKFULLY THEY 
CHOSE THE LATTER. 


BABCOCKANDBABCOCK.COM 


HUSKERS | What do 

you like the most about Nebraska? 
Just the quietness, 

not a fast tempo. It’s nice and slow. 

It’s something you could get used to, 

someplace you could live. A safe place. 


You began your collegiate career 
playing football at Cincinnati. What do 
you miss the most about football? 

: Just that crowd. Getting a 
7 A, *® «2 ’ ’ chance to play in front of 80,000 

6-3, 222 - SENIOR - G ; , people; that would be a lot of fun. Just 

BEAVER FALLS, PA. et coming out every Saturday, game day, 


: gr a M it was just a great feeling. 


FIVE NS HI What are your plans after basketball 
at Nebraska? 
[———— =) 


Hopefully more basketball. 


Lance Jeter etn et 


Senior Guard Takes Untraditional Path to Nebraska eat chante Beep 
working hard, keep 


/ special,” Jeter said. “I = hometown area? New trying to get better 
D when really cherish it. ’m York Jets cornerback each day. 

officials from his very appreciative.” Darrelle Revis is from 
high school told him Jeter’s jersey was Aliquippa, PA. You're going 
they were retiring his retired in a fall 2009 “Tt’s about 10 4a to miss Nebraska’s 
basketball jersey. ceremony during a minutes away from move to the Big Ten, 

“T was just me,” Jeter said. wu and you're from Big 
really surprised, “That was our Ten country. What 
because a lot of i) rival. I played are your thoughts 
people don’t get a \ against him my on that? 
chance to do that, freshman and =TER I wish I was 
especially in that sophomore year. here one more year, 
area,” said Jeter, It was pretty because that means 
who attended special. A lot of my family could 
Beaver Falls High ' people don’t get a get to see me play a 
School in Beaver chance to do that. lot more, especially 
Falls, Pa. We had a couple when we go travel 

In fact, only one Nl of battles. It’s a to Penn State and 
other Beaver Falls [ good area back stuff. But it’s a good 
alumnus has his AMATH there, especially for opportunity for us, 
jersey hanging in NEW YORK ST aa Sean maes sports.” because that’s a 
the high school. There’s also great conference. 
His name is Joe ’ Jeter’s mother, Joy, a We could make a lot of noise there 
Namath. Beaver Falls football basketball player who next year. 

“Tt really meant game. The school was inducted into 
something special, retired his No. 34 the Beaver County HI Does your family every make it to 
because only two jersey and went ahead Sports Hall of games in Lincoln? 
people did it, me and hung a No. 34 Fame in 2005. She Yeah, they’ll probably wait until 
and Joe Namath, Nebraska basketball helped New Haven = my Senior Day, and then the Big 12 
and when you're in jersey next to it. win the 1987 NCAA Conference Tournament. That’s what 
company with him, Other notable Division II national they’re going to come to. 


it’s something very athletes from Jeter’s championship. 
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_ Aaron reen gave his verbal 


, oo 


landed their biggest prospect of the Bo 
Pelini era. 

At the very least, Green is regarded as 
Nebraska’s most highly touted running 
back recruit since Marlon Lucky in 2005. 
The 5-foot-11, 190-pounder from James 
Madison High School in San Antonio, is 


tabbed as a 4-star recruit by 


Rivals, which ranks Green as the nation’s 
No. 8 running back. 

“I'm just excited about making 
something happen,’ Green told 
Huskerslllustrated.com. “| have an 
opportunity to compete and play early. 

“It doesn't get much better than that, 
playing on a high-profile team - a known 
team like Nebraska with tradition. ... That’s 
every 18-year-old’s dream.’ 

While the expectations for Green may 
already be lofty, James Madison coach 
Jim Streety said he has little doubt his star 
player can make a major impact for the 
Huskers. 

“What Nebraska is getting is a 
tremendous athlete,’ Streety said. “Aaron 
obviously has great speed, but he’s alsoa 
guy who has a lot of quickness, hand-eye 
coordination, agility, great vision, ball skills 


—all of those kinds of things.” 


‘commilement ta, NeBvasict lac Wie 
‘Getober was thatthe Comhuskers Had 


3k 2 4.4-seconc 
_ yard dash, Green rushed for 1,717 yards 


uchdowns his senior season at 
Madison. He averaged 7.2 yards per 


rushing attempt. 


“He's an exciting player to have,’ Streety 
said. “You always know you're just one play 
away from having a big play out of him’ 

Green's quick-strike capability had 
several big-name programs competing for 
his pledge. Green received 25 scholarship 


offers from 


schools other than Nebraska, including 
Alabama, Auburn, Florida State, LSU, 
Notre Dame, Oklahoma, Stanford, Texas 
and Southern California, which reportedly 
made a late push for him. 

However, Green’s only official visits were 
to Nebraska and Florida State. With Green's 
older brother, Andrew Green, a redshirted 
freshman cornerback already with the 
Huskers, Streety wasn't surprised to see 
Aaron stay true to the verbal commitment 
he made on Oct. 27, 2010. 

“| really thought all along that Lincoln 
would be where Aaron would go because 
he and his brother are very close,’ Streety 
said. “Aaron is a very spiritual young man, 
and | think he felt very comfortable there, 
plus Andrew seems to like it there, so | felt 
all along that Nebraska is where Aaron 
would go.’ 


Aaron Green burst onto the scene as a 


sophomore, rushing for 2,024 yards and 
27 TDs, averaging 8.4 yards per carry. An 
ankle injury slowed him during his junior 
year, but he still managed 1,133 yards 
rushing and 11 TDs. 

“He had a little bit of an off year, by his 
standards, as a junior because he had an 
ankle injury late in the season, which he 
played with, but his senior year was really 
solid,’ Streeter said. “Aaron had a good 


year, stayed 


healthy and improved himself. | was really 


happy with him.’ 

In addition to getting a talented player, 
Streety said Nebraska has landed a high- 
character young man. 

“Aaron is a hard-working kid and 
he understands what it means to be a 
teammate,’ Streety said. “I think he’s a guy 
who is always going to put the team first. 

“He's a very confident young man 
because of his ability, but he’s also very 
humble.’ 

Green said he plans to move to Lincoln 
to begin working out with the team in 
early June. 

“Im excited,” Green said. “I'm nervous 
about leaving Texas — just to leave Texas, 
that’s going to be a huge step for me. | 
know that’s part of life, though. 

“The opportunity is there and | just 
really felt when | was there that | could 


really help out the team next year.” 


- Roundup 


BASEBALL OR FO 


ese a 


OTBALL? 
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Coveted Starling signs with Huskers, but will Nebraska 
fans ever seen him suit up for Big Red’? \ me sascock 


is rated 
among the top quarterback 
prospects in the country. 
He’s also a top-rated 
baseball prospect. In fact, 
Baseball America has ranked 
him the nation’s No. | prep 
prospect. So what are the 
odds Starling ever pulls on 
a Husker football jersey — 
or baseball jersey, for that 
matter? He could play both 
sports. 

The first step was getting 
Starling’s name on a letter 
of intent. The second will 
be getting him enrolled 
in the fall. Starling will 
be at Nebraska during 
the summer, preparing, 
according to Bo Pelini, who 
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went to watch Starling play 
basketball and make an 
official home visit on the 
Thursday before letters of 
intent could be signed. 
“You're not going 
to meet a young man 
who’s more excited about 
coming here, to come play 
football,” said Pelini. “The 
rest of that process will 
take care of itself. I don’t 
think anybody, myself, 
Bubba, his family, anybody 
else has a crystal ball... 
to look in the future and 
see what’s exactly going to 
happen. But I do know this, 
as of right now, he’s fully 
committed to coming to 


Nebraska . . . and (having) 


an impact on our football 
team.” 

Starling’s baseball talent 
is such that he likely will be 
selected in the first round 
of the Major League Draft, 
however, which means he 
would have to turn down 
a significant amount of 
money to play football at 
Nebraska. 

The Huskers’ 1999 
recruiting class included 
Carl Crawford, a 
highly regarded option 
quarterback at Jefferson 
Davis High School in 
Houston, Texas. “He 
wants to be here and has 
let everybody know that,” 
Nebraska coach Frank 


Solich said on signing day. 
“He’s also an outstanding 
baseball talent and could go 
high in the draft. However, he 
has expressed that he wants to 
play both football and baseball 
here at Nebraska.” 

Instead of coming to 
Nebraska, Crawford signed 
with the Tampa Bay Devil 
Rays as a second-round draft 
pick, the 52nd player selected 
overall. He’s been a four-time 
all-star, with a .296 career 
batting average, and signed 
a seven-year, $142 million 
contract with the Boston Red 


Sox in December. 


Bo Pelini has made in- 
state players a priority. Four 
scholarship recruits and nine- 
of-11 announced walk-ons 
are from in the state. “We 
identified the guys we felt, not 
only scholarship wise but walk- 
on wise, that we have the best 
kids in the state of Nebraska,” 
Pelini said. “We spent a lot of 
time (in Nebraska). 

“T think we got 95 percent of 
the guys we targeted. There’s 
a young man here or there, 
especially walk-on wise that we 
were unable to get. But overall, 
we feel great about it. Like I 
said, not only (getting) young 
men that are good football 
players but good people, and 
guys that want to be here. We 
feel real good about them.” 

The Huskers have recruited 
16 scholarship players from 
Nebraska in Pelini’s four 


classes. 


TWELFTH-HOUR SUCCESS 


A year ago, the Huskers went to the wire 
with Owa Odighizuwa, a 5-star defensive 
tackle from Portland, Ore., who signed with 
UCLA instead. This year, they went to the 
wire with Todd Peat, Jr. and signed the 4-star 
defensive tackle from Tempe, Ariz., wrestling 
him away from Arizona State, the local 
school. 

Peat’s decision was big news the morning 
of letter-of-intent-signing day. But “we knew 
last night,” Bo Pelini said. “He’s a very 
talented young man, with a lot of character, 
who brings a lot to the table, and we were 
happy to get that because that came down to 
the end and we felt good that he signed on.” 

Interest is Peat’s announcement on where 
he would play collegiately was such that his 
high school, Corona Del Sol, planned to 
stream it live on the internet, But the server 
crashed because of the number of those 
trying to sign on to view the announcement, 
presumably many of them Husker fans. 

Peat is one of two defensive tackles in the 
class. Kevin Williams, from Holland, Ohio, is 
already enrolled and will participate in spring 
practice. 

Odighizuwa, by the way, played in 10 
games at UCLA, starting six, as a true 


freshman. 
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AMEER ABDULLAH 


Nebraska’s emphasis on a 
physical running game requires 
more than one back to carry the 
load. Last season, the Huskers 
relied on three players to do that: 
I-backs Roy Helu, Jr. and Rex 
Burkhead and quarterback Taylor 
Martinez, who battled injuries 
in the second half of the season. 
Helu has completed his eligibility, 
and Dontrayevous Robinson, the 
third J-back in, has transferred to 
Montana State. 

In addition, the only scholarship 
I-back the Huskers signed a year 
ago, Braylon Heard, has yet to 
achieve the necessary standardized 
test score for eligibility — he’s 
still trying and could be on the 
roster in the fall. If not, two new 
scholarship running backs will join 
the competition: Aaron Green and 
Ameer Adbullah. 

“T like them a lot,” said 
Bo Pelini. “I think they’re 
tremendous players, great kids, 
(who) can do a lot, (with) really 


great potential, (and) will be 


PHOTO BY MARVIN GENTRY 


players for a long time. 
If recent history holds, at least 
one of the two will play without 


redshirting. 


Running back recruits 


2011- Aaron Green 


Ameer Abdullah 
2010— Braylon Heard 
2009- "Rex Burkhead 
“Dontrayevous Robinson 
2008 - Collins Okafor 
Lester Ward 
2007- “Quentin Castille 
"Roy Helly, Jr. 
Marcus Mendoza 
2006- “Kenny Wilson (juco) 
2005- *Cody Glenn 
“Leon Jackson 
“Marlon Lucky 
2004- “Brandon Jackson 


2003-— Tierre Green (athlete) 
2002- *David Horne 


2001 - Cory Ross 


Marques Simmons 


2000- “Thunder Collins (juco) 


“Played without redshirting 
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Nebraska’s move 
from the Big 12 to the 
Big Ten in 2011 didn’t 
seem to have a negative 
impact on recruiting 
in Texas. The Huskers 
again signed more 
scholarship recruits from 
there (five) than from 
any other state. That’s 
been the case in each of 
Bo Pelini’s four years as 
coach, in fact. 

The conference 
change was “really a 
non-issue,” said Pelini, 
“because when you look 
at it, we only play a 


game, maybe two, in the 


Roundup 


state of Texas per year. 
And the coverage the 
Big Ten gets in Dallas 
and in the state of Texas 
is tremendous. In a lot 
of respects it’s better 
than what you get in the 
Big 12. 

“So no, there were no 
issues. It really didn’t 
come up because | think 
kids have been excited 
about playing in the 
Big Ten and the things 
that lie in store for our 
program in the future.” 

Given the Big 12's 
rotation of inter- 


divisional games, the 


Huskers have never 
played more than 

one regular-season 
conference road game in 
Texas in a given season. 
They have played Big 12 
Championship games 
and, of course, bowl 
games in Texas. 

Bill Callahan’s four 
scholarship recruiting 
classes included 12 from 
Texas, seven of them in 
2007, while Frank Solich 
signed 17 scholarship 
recruits from Texas in 


six years. 


Diamond Vogel 3) 
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THE WINNING 


TRADITION CONTINUES 
As your partners in paint, 

it’s up to us to give you 

the kind of quality and service 
that will make your product or 
project the best it can be. 


Aaron Green, RB (San Antonio); Charles 
Jackson, DB (Spring); Givens Price, OL 
(Houston); David Santos, LB (Spring); Jamal 
Turner, QB (Arlington). 


Ciante Evans, DB (Arlington); Jay Guy, DT 
(Houston); *Chase Harper, TE (Pflugerville); 
Harvey Jackson, DB (Fresno); Donovan Vestal, 
DE (Arlington). 


Nick Ash, OL (Keller); Rex Burkhead, RB 
(Plano); Jesse Coffey, OL (Denton); Andrew 
Green, DB (San Antonio); Cody Green, QB 
(Dayton); Thaddeus Randle (Galena Park); 
Dontrayevous Robinson, RB (Euless); Chris 
Williams, LB (Abilene). 


David Grant, OL (Killeen); Courtney Osborne, 
DB (Garland); Steven Osborne, WR (Garland); 
Kody Spano, QB (Stephenville); Brandon 
Thompson, OL (The Woodlands); Lester 
Ward, RB (Brenham); Alonzo Whaley, LB 
(Madisonville); David Whitmore, DB (Port 
Arthur); Josh Williams, DE (Denton). 

“Junior college recruit 


Though the 
Huskers didn’t sign 
any 5-star recruits in 
2011, according to 
Rivals.com, 11 in the 
class of 20 received 
4 stars. That's the 
best percentage of 4 stars or higher since 


2002 and the second-most overall during 
that time. Bill Callahan’s second recruiting 
class in 2005 had two 5-star recruits, Zack 
Bowman (pictured) and Marlon Lucky, 
and 11 with 4 stars. But there also were 


32 in that recruiting class. 


2010-8 of 21 2005 - 13 of 32 
2009 - 5 of 21 2004 = 2 of 20 
2008 - 3 of 28 2003 - 4 of 19 
2007 - 10 of 27 2002 - 6 of 21 


2006 - 6 of 22 


Recruitina 


Not to he ignored 


Bo Pelini has acknowledged the value 
of walk-ons by including them on letter-of- 
intent-signing day, at least those who have 
been accepted for admission and paid their 
enrollment fees. Walk-ons also sign a non- 
binding agreement, indicating their intentions. 
The number of walk-ons the Huskers take in 
a given season depends on roster size. This 
year, they plan to take 15, according to Pelini, 
with 11 announced on signing day. 

“We have a very strong walk-on class,” 
Pelini said. 

Huskerslllustrated.com reported that two of 
the other four Husker walk-ons were Broderick 
Boehm, a linebacker from Lincoln, and Chris 
Long, an offensive lineman from Blair, Neb. 

Boehm is the son of Husker executive 
associate athletic director Marc Boehm. 

Broekemeier is the younger brother of 
former Husker Joe Broekemeier, a wide 
receiver on the 2010 team. Gangwish is the 
son of former Husker Paul Gangwish, while 
Eddie Ridder is the son of former Husker 
Dave Ridder and Anthony Ridder is the son of 
former Husker Tom Ridder. The Ridders are 
cousins. 

See the complete list of 2011 walk-ons on 
page 49. 


BRODERICK BOEHM 


LOOKING AHEAD 

The recruiting process never ends. “I 
think we're already taking some steps 
towards next year,” Bo Pelini said on 
letter-of-intent-signing day. “I think 
we've identified a lot of guys we want 
to go after, the guys that are going to 
fit our program, and [ think that’s all a 
positive.” 


DEFENSE & COMMITMENT 


Nebraska again ranked among the 
nation’s best in defense, including No. 3 
in pass efficiency defense, No. 5 in pass 
defense, No. 9 in scoring defense and 
No. 11 in total defense. Did that success 
impact recruiting? No doubt. “Myself, 
Carl (Pelini), our staff defensively, 
we've had a history of playing good 
defense,” Bo Pelini said. 

This year’s scholarship class included 
seven defensive players. 

Recruiting involves more than 
selling student-athletes on the football 
program, according to Pelini. In fact, 
“ir’s not as much a sell, but it’s a fact 
that what we're trying to do is develop 
them for the rest of their life,” he 
said. “Along the way, we're going to 
be committed to them. We ask for a 
commitment from them in return. And 
I think when you take that approach, 
you get the right kids in the program 
because they’re coming here for the 
right reasons. But, obviously, having 
that kind of success defensively helps 
with defensive guys.” 

In the end, however, “we're talking 
about the University of Nebraska, 
and I believe it’s that end (that) sells 


ALEX HENERY 
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itself. It’s a tremendous history,” said 
Pelini. “The culture here, the resources 
that we have, and the history, | think, 
is very attractive to a lot of student 
athletes.” 


GOOD-BYE ALEX AND ADI 


For the first time in his time as 
Nebraska's head coach Bo Pelini 
is looking for a place-kicker, with 
Alex Henery and Adi Kunalic both 
departing. Henery rewrote the school 
record book, as well as sections of the 
NCAA record book, for place-kicking, 
while Kunalic consistently sent kickoffs 
into the end zone during his four 
seasons. 

So the Huskers signed a scholarship 
kicker, Mauro Bondi. 

“We feel real good about getting 
Mauro in the program,” said Pelini. 

Nebraska has “some guys that are 
very capable (place-kickers) in the 
program,” he said, among them senior 
Jon Damkroger, junior Brett Maher and 
redshirted freshman Jason Dann, all 
walk-ons. 

“We were only going to take a 
kicker if we got the right guy,” Pelini 
said. “And we spent countless hours 
identifying those guys. Coach ‘JP’, 
John Papuchis, headed that up. You 
know, we found the right guy. In the 
end, Mauro was the guy we wanted. 
We targeted him and we went down (to 
Florida) and identified him, developed 
a good relationship and built some 
trust, and he decided this was the place 
for him to come and play. 

“And we're ecstatic about it.” 
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BIO: Nebraska secured Abdullah's verbal commitment just 
two weeks before national letter-of-intent day. Abdullah 
chose the Cornhuskers over nearly 20 other offers, including 
schools such as South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas A&M 
and Southern California, He also had strong interest from 
Alabama and Auburn but decided on Nebraska after also 
visiting Tennessee and Vanderbilt. Known for his quickness 
and ability to make plays, Abdullah rushed for 1,045 yards 
and 14 touchdowns as a junior and followed that with 
1,795 yards rushing and 561 yards receiving his senior 
season. Asa senior, Abdullah totaled 32 TDs, including 
four via punt return — all while playing in Alabama's 
largest classification. Rivals.com ranks Abdullah as the 
No. 17 athlete nationally and the No. 9 player in Alabama. 
Abdullah played as a defensive back in the Offense- 
Defense All-American Bowl game where he recorded two 
interceptions, eight tackles and had several pass-breakups. 


Abdullah also played in the Alabama-Mississippi Classic 


game, scoring the winning TD in double overtime. 


WHY ABDULLAH CHOSE NEBRASKA: “The first time I 
talked to (Nebraska running backs coach Tim Beck), he 
just came off different that the other coaches. The first 
thing they'd say was, ‘How’s recruiting? Who's doing this 
and who's doing that?’ The first thing Coach Beck said 
was, ‘Tell me a little bit about yourself.’ He didn't come at 
me all business; he came at getting to know me.” 


RIVALS.COM’S CHRIS NEE ON ABDULLAH: “He can 
hurt you in a number of ways. When he runs the ball, he 
isn’t scared of going between the tackles but he displays 
great speed on the edge. He is an outstanding receiver for 
quarterbacks to dump down to. He is a player that can be 
put in motion and used as a slot receiver. In space, he is an 


explosive player capable of making a defender miss.” 


BIO: After committing to Connecticut last July, Allen 


switched his pledge to Nebraska in October. As a senior, he 
displayed his versatility by catching 36 passes for 660 yards 
and eight TDs, while also rushing 69 times for 706 yards and 
eight more scores, Allen also returned a kickoff 80 yards for 
a TD and had 60 total tackles, four interceptions, one sack 
and one fumble recovery on defense. Because The Rivers 
School plays as an independent, Allen wasn’t eligible for all- 
state recognition but was named by ESPNBoston.com as a 
wide receiver on its All-ISL team. After a junior season where 
he had more than 600 yards receiving and 400 yards rushing 
with 15 TDs, Allen was named All-New England and first- 
team all-league. Rivals.com ranks Allen as the No. 5 player 
in Massachusetts and he was featured in Sports Illustrated’s 
“Faces in the Crowd” section. Allen chose Nebraska over 


offers from Connecticut, Tulane and Wisconsin along with 
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interest from Boston College and Syracuse. Allen is expected 
to begin his college career at wide receiver, but he possesses 
the athleticism to play defense as well. 


WHY ALLEN CHOSE NEBRASKA: “I’m just excited about 
just getting on the field and being a part of the family. (At 
Nebraska), you'll be treated like you're All-World even if 
you don't play. I already felt like I was there, people shaking 
hands and screaming my name. I didn't know who to look at 


because people were screaming my name.” 


RIVERS SCHOOL COACH RICH FISHER ON ALLEN: “I've 
heard (Nebraska coach Bo Pelini) say a million times that 
you can’t teach effort. I think the thing that Bo loved is he’s 
such a tremendous competitor. When the ball is in the air, 
he’s competing for the ball. And when he’s playing safety, he's 
going to come up and hit you. 


BIO: A late arrival to the Nebraska recruiting class, Bondi 


didn’t receive an official scholarship offer from the Huskers 
until he visited campus one week before signing day. Bondi 
initially committed to Wake Forest after it became the first 
school to offer a scholarship, however the opportunity to 
play for a traditional power such as Nebraska was too good 
to pass up. Bondi also received interest from Alabama, 
Miami and Central Florida. At West Boca Raton High 
School, Bondi handled kickoff, field goal and punting 
duties. During his senior season, he went 7-of-11 on field- 
goal attempts, booted 45 of his 55 kickoffs into the end 
zone for touchbacks and averaged 43.2 yards per punt. 
That followed a junior year in which he hit 13-of-19 field 
goals. During last summer's Kornblue kicking combine, 
Bondi made both a 60- and 62-yard field goal. Rivals.com 


rates Bondi as the No, 16-ranked kicker nationally. He was 


a finalist for the Lou Groza High School Place-Kicker of 
the Year award. 


WHY BONDI CHOSE NEBRASKA: “The coaching staff is 
really impressive, and they have a lot that suits the needs 
of kickers and the facilities are top of the line. They made 
me feel real comfortable and that was a big part in why I 
liked it so much. They are the most down-to-earth coaches 
I think I’ve ever met. They don’t lie. They don’t tell you 
what you want to hear like most coaches. It was nice to sit 
down with honest people.” 


HUSKERSILLUSTRATED.COM’S SEAN CALLAHAN ON 
BONDI: “In just his first year as a kicker, Bondi showed 
tremendous ability and range. Even more impressively, he 
kicked all of his field goals off the ground, which is rare 
for a high school kicker. Look for Bondi to contend for the 
starting kicker job at NU in 2011.” 


BIO: Chaffey Community College defensive end Joseph 
Carter initially committed to Arizona early on in the 
recruiting process, but after visiting Lincoln in November for 
the Colorado game he had a number of things to consider. 
Eventually those considerations turned into a reneging of his 
pledge to the Wildcats and a switch to Nebraska. A teammate 
of fellow Husker signee Daimion Stafford, Carter is Rivals. 
com’s No. 29-ranked junior college player overall and the No. 
5 JUCO defensive end. In his sophomore year at Chaffey, 
Carter racked up 68 total tackles (34 unassisted), 14.5 tackles 
for loss, 7.5 quarterback sacks, five quarterback hurries, two 
pass breakups, one fumble recovery and one blocked kick. 
For his efforts, Carter was named first-team All Central West 
Conference, first-team all-California in Region V and first- 
team all-American by the California Community College 
Football Coaches Association. During his freshman year at 
Chaffey, Carter played in eight games, totaling 28 tackles (16 
unassisted) with eight tackles for loss. Coming out of high 
school in Aiken, S.C. (Silver Bluff High School), Carter signed 
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with Arizona after tallying 80 total tackles and winning the 
Doug Shaw Memorial Scholarship after participating in 
the North-South All-Star Classic. Carter failed to qualify 
academically to attend Arizona and ended up at Chaffey. 


WHY CARTER CHOSE NEBRASKA: “It’s like the trust in the 
coaches and them coming down here to South Carolina to 
meet with my parents that made the difference and they didn’t 
just hit me up like other schools. They talked about what I 
could bring to the table if I went there and how I could help 
them.” 


HUSKERSILLUSTRATED.COM’S JOHN TALMAN ON 
CARTER: “He’s what you look for in a JUCO defensive end 
from a size and potential perspective. His coach will tell you 
that he’s just now truly realizing his own talent and truly 
understanding the game in the last year. It’s good timing 
because the Huskers need a guy to come in and compete 
right away, especially with the loss of Pierre Allen. He has 
raw ability that really could flourish in Lincoln, especially his 
quickness combined with that 6-5, 250-pound frame.” 
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BIO: Considered the fastest athlete in the state of Nebraska 
as a junior after winning all-class gold medals in the 100- 
and 200-meter dashes at the state track and field meet in 
Omaha, Davie exploded onto the summer camp scene after 
running a 4.34-second 40-yard dash at a Kansas University 
football camp. He then picked up offers from Kansas and 
Ohio before Nebraska tendered its offer. Once he had 
received the Huskers’ offer, Davie promptly accepted, 
and other interested schools such as Iowa, Iowa State 
and Kansas State dropped their respective pursuits of his 
pledge. Davie moved to Beatrice from Detroit prior to the 
start of his sophomore year. As a senior, Davie rushed for 
1,105 yards and 16 TDs, averaging 7.5 yards per carry, and 
also caught 11 passes for 245 yards and two more scores 
out of the backfield. Davie was named first-team running 


back on the Omaha World-Herald’s All-Nebraska team 


BIO; Playing in Texas’ largest classification, Green burst 
onto the scene as a sophomore in 2008 by rushing for 2,024 
yards and 27 TDs. He battled injuries and defenses designed 
specifically to stop him as a junior, rushing for 1,133 yards 
and 11 scores. As a senior, he rushed for 1,717 yards and 
19 TDs, averaging 7.2 yards per carry. Green received more 
than 25 scholarship offers, selecting Nebraska over Texas, 
Florida State and California among his final four schools. 
Green was one of five Husker signees selected to play in the 
U.S. Army All-American Bowl. Rivals.com ranks Green as 
the No. 8 running back nationally, the No. 8-ranked player 
in Texas and the No. 6l-ranked player nationally at all 
positions. Green's older brother, Andrew, is a redshirted 
freshman defensive back at Nebraska. His father, Tony 
Green, Sr., and uncle, Gary Green, played together at 


Baylor in the 1980s. 
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B a 
Daniel Davie, DB 
Beatrice, Neb. (Beatrice High School) 
Height: 6-0 * Weight: 185 ¢ 40-yard dash: 4.4 


and first-team athlete on the Lincoln Journal Star’s Super- 
State team. Davie was also tabbed by Rivals.com as the No. 


3 player in Nebraska. 


WHY DAVIE CHOSE NEBRASKA: “Going to the Big Ten 
made a difference since I’m from Michigan, so that will 
be cool getting to play all those teams I grew up watching. 
They were the ones left I really liked and J talked to my 


dad. He said to go ahead and make the decision.” 


BEATRICE COACH BOB SEXTON ON DAVIE: “Daniel is 
very fast. He ran a hand-held 10.38-second 100-meter 
(dash) at a meet at Omaha Skutt last spring and had a best 
time of 21.5 seconds in the 200 meters. | wouldn't have 
been surprised if he got some looks from Division I schools 
for his skills on the track. Obviously, though, his heart is in 


football, and we're glad that it is.” 


Aaron Green, RB 


San Antonio, Texas (James Madison High School) , : 
Height: 5-11 * Weight: 190 « 40-yard dash: 4.4 Kk ke & 


WHY GREEN CHOSE NEBRASKA: “Coach (Tim) Beck, he’s 
the real deal. He’s probably the main reason why I came to 
Nebraska. I mean, he’s a man of his word — for real. 1 feel 
blessed he came after me. He told me that he was in it for 
me and no one else throughout the whole process, him and 
Coach Bo (Pelini). He said they were putting all their eggs in 
one basket, in hopes they land me. He said if I didn’t commit, 
they'd be in trouble. He wasn’t going to recruit any other 


running back. He was a man of his word.” 


JAMES MADISON COACH JIM STREETY ON GREEN: “What 
Nebraska is getting 1s a tremendous athlete. Aaron obviously 
has great speed, but he’s also a guy who has a lot of quickness, 
hand-eye coordination, agility, great vision and ball skills. You 
always know you're just one play away from having a big play 


out of him.” 


BIO; Jackson had a host of scholarship offers, including 
Florida, Michigan, Oklahoma and Texas A&M, but his 
decision ultimately came down to picking Nebraska over 
Arkansas. The Razorbacks continued to pursue Jackson 
right up to signing day. As a senior, Jackson recorded 73 
total tackles (50 unassisted), three interceptions and five 
pass breakups. Jackson was honored as first-team A\ll- 
District 13-5A, second-team all-Greater Houston (Houston 
Chronicle) and was listed as a member of Vype Magazine’s 
Houston Hot 100. As a junior, Jackson received second- 
team All-District 13-5A honors after piling up 75 tackles 
to go along with five interceptions. Rivals.com rates 
Jackson as the No. 6-ranked cornerback, the No. 13 player 
in Texas and No. 100 nationally at all positions. Jackson 
was one of five Husker signees selected to play in the U.S. 
Army All-American Bowl and impressed the coaches and 


analysts with his play. Jackson was mentioned as one of 


BIO: Listed by Rivals.com as the No. 223-ranked player at 
all positions, the No. 12-ranked offensive guard prospect 
and the No. 7-ranked player in Illinois, Klachko gave his 
commitment to Nebraska in April of 2010. At the time 
of his commitment, Klachko had scholarship offers from 
future Big Ten rivals Indiana, Purdue, Illinois, Michigan 
State, and Minnesota. In addition, Arizona, Boston 
College and Missouri had also offered, but Klachko was 
committed to the Huskers. Klachko helped lead Sacred 
Heart Griffin to more than 4,000 total yards of total 
offense and 44.6 points per game. The team finished with 
a record of 8-2 and made it to the class 5A state playoffs. 
Previously following his junior season Klachko had been 
awarded special mention all-conference honors. Klachko 
was nicknamed “The Russian” by his high school coaches 
because of his aggressive nature on the field as well as 
his family’s Russian heritage. Klachko’s father, Michael, 
emigrated to the U.S. from the Soviet Union in 1981 at the 
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Charles Jackson, DB” 


Spring, Texas (Klein Collins High School) 
Height: 5-11 © Weight: 180 °40-yard dash: 4.4 


three players with the “best cover skills” and one of the 
four “most physical” by Rivals.com. Jackson was a high 
school teammate of fellow 2011 recruit David Santos. The 
two Husker pledges helped to lead Klein Collins, coached 
by Fremont, Neb., native and former Husker walk-on Drew 


Svoboda, to an undefeated regular season. 


WHY JACKSON CHOSE NEBRASKA: “I feel like Nebraska 
is a place where I can call home and J get along with all the 
coaches really well. They have a really good defense.” 


KLEIN COLLINS COACH DREW SVOBODA ON JACKSON: 
“Jackson is the most athletic player I've ever coached,” 
Svoboda told the Klein (Texas) Sun. 


explosive. When he wants to change directions, he can do 


“He's just extremely 


it full-speed. He works extremely hard in the weight room, 
and he’s a physical defensive back. He has a burning desire 
to get better every day. I think it raises everybody’s level 
of play.” 


Ryan Klachko, OL 


Springfield, Ill. (Sacred Heart-Griffin High School) 
Height: 6-4 © Weight: 285 * 40-yard dash: 5.5 


height of the Cold War. 


WHY KLACHKO CHOSE NEBRASKA: “It was really 
everything that Nebraska offers and what they stand 
for as a school and as a program. I heard so many good 
things about Nebraska before my visit, but once I was 
there, everything went way beyond my expectations and 
then some, from the coaching staff to the players to the 
fan support, academics and everything. Nebraska is just 
a perfect fit for me and I’m just really excited about my 


decision.” 


SACRED HEART-GRIFFIN COACH KEN LEONARD ON 
KLACHKO: “Ryan’s a big, athletic kid, but what puts him 
over the top is that he plays nasty. His disposition on the 
field is nasty, nasty, but not in a dirty kind of way. It’s just 
that he not only wants to put you on the ground, he wants 


to bury you.” 
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HUSKER STUDENTS STORM THE COURT AFTER 


ST 
NEBRASKA UPSET NO. 13-RANKED TEXAS A&M, 
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BIO: One of the most highly-recruited prospects in 
Nebraska’s 2011 recruiting class, Moore chose the Huskers 
over schools such as Florida, Florida State, Miami, 
Michigan, Ohio State and Stanford. He made his decision 
early on during his junior year of high school. The son of 
former Nebraska tight end Brian Moore (1981), Tyler is also 
the cousin of former Husker defensive end Jay Moore. Tyler 
Moore was named to the Florida prep sportswriters’ Class 
5A all-state team as both a junior and senior. In addition, 
he was named as first-team All-Suncoast and All-Pinellas 
County by the St. Petersburg (Fla.) Times after both his 
junior and senior years. Moore was tabbed by Rivals.com 
as the No. 5 offensive tackle and No. 67 player nationally 
at all positions. In addition, the Web site named him as the 
No. 17-ranked player in Florida at all positions. Moore was 
one of five Husker signees selected to play in the U.S. Army 


All-American Bowl, starting for the East squad at offensive 


BIO; Peat was a signing-day commitment for Nebraska, 
choosing the Big Red over hometown Arizona State. Peat 
also listed top programs such as Alabama, Arkansas, 
Arizona, Miami (Fla.), Stanford and Washington among 
his more than 15 written scholarship offers. A major 
contributor at Corona Del Sol High School since his 
sophomore year, Peat tallied more than 60 tackles as a 
senior despite teams primarily avoiding running the ball at 
him. His performance earned him first-team all-region and 
second-team all-state honors in class 5A. That followed a 
junior year where, despite missing four games with a knee 
injury, Peat recorded 31 total tackles and two sacks and 
was also named first-team all-region and second-team all- 
state. Peat was one of five Husker signees selected to play 
in the U.S. Army All-American Bowl. Rivals.com lists Peat 
as the nation’s No. 16-ranked defensive tackle and the No. 


6-ranked player in Arizona. Peat’s father, Todd Peat, Sr., 
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Tyler Moore, OL 


Clearwater, Fla. (Countryside High School) 
Height: 6-6 * Weight: 300 * 40-yard dash: NA 


KK KK 


guard. He is expected to play tackle as a Husker, however. 


WHY MOORE CHOSE NEBRASKA: “I've always wanted 
to go to Nebraska. After watching them the last couple 
of years, I like where they’re going. I just love Nebraska, 
so I wanted to go there. (Nebraska offensive line coach 
Barney Cotton) was one of the main (reasons) my choice 
was Nebraska. He's a great offensive line coach and a nice 


guy overall.” 


COUNTRYSIDE COACH JARED DAVIS ON MOORE: “I feel 
pretty fortunate that I come into my first year as a coach 
and I get to work with probably the best offensive lineman 
I’m ever going to have,” Davis told the St. Petersburg 
(Fla.) Times. “Tyler’s not just about putting his hand on 
the ground and moving people. He’s a great person with a 


strong work ethic. He's the total package.” 


Todd Peat, Jr., DT 


Tempe, Ariz. (Corona Del Sol High School) 
Height: 6-3 * Weight: 295 * 40-yard dash: 4.98 


S284 


played six seasons in the NFL for the Arizona Cardinals 
and Oakland Raiders, and his younger brother Andrus Peat 
is considered one of the top offensive line prospects in the 


2012 recruiting class. 


WHY PEAT CHOSE NEBRASKA: “The tradition and really 
what set them apart for me was Bo Pelini’s belief in me asa 
player and how good I could be. He thinks I can accomplish 
all of my goals. I told him when he was in my living room, 
‘Coach, three to five years from now, I want to be sitting in 
New York (at the NFL draft) with a college degree with my 
coach and my family,’ and he said, ‘We 100 percent believe 


in that.” 


FORMER CORONA DEL SOL COACH GARY VENTURO ON 
PEAT: “He's just a great athletic talent, a really strong kid. 
Teams have always had a hard time double-teaming him. 


He’s a very smart player.’ 


BIO; After initially committing to Indiana in April, Pirman 
re-opened his recruitment in November. He visited Lincoln 
for the Kansas game, went home on Sunday and committed to 
the Huskers on Monday. Pirman also visited Notre Dame and 
turned down an offer from Kansas and interest from future 
Big Ten foe Northwestern to choose Nebraska. Rivals.com 
rates Pirman as the No. 54-ranked outside linebacker and the 
No. 41-ranked player in Ohio at all positions. Although he 
missed three full games and part of a fourth with a bruised 
foot and seven dislocated ribs, Pirman was still selected 
as honorable mention all-conference following his senior 
season. Playing both defensive end and tight end, Pirman 
helped lead Orrville to the Division IV state semifinals. On 
defense, Pirman recorded eight sacks, three fumble recoveries 
and 28 tackles, despite missing the time due to injury and 


teams running away from his side of the field. On offense, 


Wk 


BIO: Playing his first year of varsity football in 2010, Price was 
named first-team All-District 18-5A and second team Class 
5A all-state according to the Texas Associated Press Sports 
Editors. In addition, Price was named to the second team on 
Vype Magazine's All-Greater Houston Football Team. Price, 
who won't turn 17 years old until Oct. 3, 2011, skipped the 
fourth grade academically and then completed two school 
grades in one school calendar year after living in Nigeria for 
two years with his family. Price began playing football as a 
12-year-old high school freshman when he measured 6-foot- 
2 and 250 pounds. Because of his inexperience Price didn’t 
play much during that freshman season and he only began 
playing on the varsity this past year during his senior season. 
He initially committed to Rice during the summer before his 
senior season, but changed his mind and eventually chose 
Nebraska over offers from Baylor and UTEP along with interest 
from Arizona, Missouri and Texas Tech. He also gave serious 
consideration to Harvard. Price is a standout in the classroom, 
earning District 18-5A All-District Academic honors. His full 
given name is Givens Marvelous Mordi Price. 


A a 
Max Pirman, DE 
Orrville, Ohio (Orrville High School) 
Height: 6-5 ¢ Weight: 220 * 40-yard dash: 4.7 
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Pirman caught nine passes for 192 yards and three TDs. 


WHY PIRMAN CHOSE NEBRASKA: “These little kids — 
seven or eight years old — were shaking our hands and 
knew me by name. I never in my wildest dreams imagined 
I'd be treated like that. Every aspect is great. Their whole 
program — their academics, their weight program — there 


wasn't one part of the trip that was bad.” 


ORRVILLE COACH DOUG DAVAULT ON PIRMAN: “He 
makes you game-plan for him. He’s a 6-5 athlete, runs well, 
is long and what (Nebraska) is recruiting in my mind, is a 
kid they'll put 40 pounds on. He's got huge room for growth. 
This is a kid that timed out at 4.56 to 4.65 in the 40-yard 
dash and dead lifts 400 pounds, which is impressive for a 
long kid. Last year, we went to the state finals in basketball 


and, at 6-5, he was guarding the opponent's best player.” 


a a 
Givens Price, OL 
Houston (Alief Taylor High School) 

Height: 6-4 * Weight: 275 ¢ 40-yard dash: 5.1 
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WHY PRICE CHOSE NEBRASKA: “The conference they play in, 
I like it because it will help me get to the NFL. When I went 
there on my visit, I felt at home. Other than that, it’s a great 
football team, great educational school, and a great coaching 
staff. I really wanted to get away from home, so either way it 
went, I wasn’t going to school in Texas. With the kind of year 
they had as a football team, I wanted to go to the school to 
make things better.” 


HUSKERSILLUSTRATED’S JOHN TALMAN ON PRICE: “If 
you're defining ‘upside’ in a high school prospect, J don’t 
think you can find a better example than this future Husker. 
He measured in on his Nebraska visit as a legitimate 6-feet- 
4, 270-plus pounds, and he won't even turn 17 years old until 
this upcoming October, when he’s a true freshman in college. 
While he’s still getting better at the offensive line position, this 
is a prospect that could very easily have been in the junior or 
sophomore class of high school and not signing with a Division 
[school this February.” 
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BIO: Reeves was the first commitment for the 2011 
recruiting class, giving his pledge in June before his junior 


year of high school. Despite his early commitment, Reeves 
continued to receive mail and phone calls from schools 
such as Alabama, Miami, Kansas, Iowa, Kansas State, 
Michigan and UCLA. Stanford also offered Reeves a 
scholarship. Despite playing guard at Crete, Rivals.com 
named Reeves as its No. 4-ranked offensive center and the 
No. 2 player in Nebraska at all positions. On the defensive 
side of the ball, Reeves recorded 52 total tackles from his 
defensive line position. He is expected to play center at 
Nebraska. Reeves was named by RivalsHigh.com as a first- 
team all-American guard for 2010, making him one of only 
five offensive linemen on the team. In addition, Reeves was 
named all-district as a guard after his sophomore season 
and was then named first-team Super-State by the Lincoln 
Journal Star and first-team All-Nebraska by the Omaha 


World-Herald after both his junior and senior years. Reeves 
helped lead Crete to the 2011 state championship in Class 
B. He also won the Class B shot put as a junior, throwing 
54 feet, 1 1/4 inches. Reeves had surgery on both of his 
shoulders following his senior season, but should be healed 
in time to participate in summer workouts for the Huskers. 


WHY REEVES CHOSE NEBRASKA: “I really like all the 
coaches when I was down there and really liked Coach 
Cotton — he was probably my favorite. Coach (Bo) Pelini 
was really cool, too. I’ve always wanted to go there, so it 
feels pretty good.” 


CRETE COACH CHUCK MCGINNIS ON REEVES: “He’s a 
special player, He has great footwork, he can bench press 
420 pounds and he’s smart, You combine all that with a 
strong competitive drive and you have a special player.” 


BIO: After leading his team in tackles as a junior, Santos 
again led Klein Collins in tackles in 2010 with 136 and 


added six sacks and two pass breakups. For his efforts, 
Santos became the first player from his school to win the 
Touchdown Club of Houston's defensive-player-of-the-year 
award. He was also named first-team All-Greater Houston 
by the Houston Chronicle and first-team all-district for 
district 13-5A. Santos was a member of Rivals.com’s The 
Old Coach 2010 Class 5A All-State Team after helping lead 
his squad to consecutive District 13-5A championships and 
a 23-2 record over the past two seasons. For his outstanding 
senior season, Santos was chosen to play in the postseason 
Offense-Defense All-American Bowl where he started at 
linebacker. Santos was a high school teammate of fellow 
2011 signee Charles Jackson, where the two played for 
Fremont, Neb., native and former Husker walk-on Drew 
Svoboda. Rivals.com ranks Santos as the No. 15 outside 
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linebacker and No. 40 player in Texas. 


WHY SANTOS CHOSE NEBRASKA: “It’s a great football 
team, but the academics (are outstanding). That was a 
pretty big deal for me and my mom to know that we’ll have 
the support with academics. It’s the best defense in the 
nation and in Nebraska, that’s all they have, so (football) 
is what everyone loves around there. They’ve had (311) 
consecutive sellouts and the atmosphere of their games is 
incredible.” 


KLEIN COLLINS COACH DREW SVOBODA ON SANTOS: 
“Probably David's biggest strength is his ability to quickly 
learn schemes and to study video tape of what opponents 
are going to do. He has a super-high football 1Q. He’s also 
extremely athletic, light on his feet and quick to the point 
of attack. And when he gets there, he delivers a punch, he 
doesn’t take it.” 
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Come to Our House 
and Browse Around. 


You're invited to snoop around our interactive 
house on nebraskasoybeans.org to see what 
you can find. 


HERE’S A HINT: You'll find a lot of products we 
all use everyday around the house to polish, 
clean, paint, decorate, and much more. 


You'll learn that these products can be made 
from Nebraska-grown 
soybeans! 


(our address is 
nebraskasoybeansiorg) 


-— 


rar 


AMAZING EXAMPLE: If every household in 
America replaced one box of laundry detergent 
with a soy-based alternative, we'd cut oil- 
dependency by 96,000 barrels a year — 
enough fo heat and cool over 5,000 homes. 


So visit our interactive house at > 
nebraskasoybeans.org by ee em a 
bio-based products tab to learn how you 


can be part of this earth-friendly solu 


BIO: Sutton was a standout two-player player and a team 


captain for Lincoln Southeast, helping the Knights to a 
10-2 record and an appearance in the Class A (largest) state 
football playoff semifinals and earning him an invitation 
to play in the Shrine Bowl. As a defensive end, Sutton had 
105 tackles, including 12 sacks, to earn defensive first-team 
Super-State honors from the Lincoln Journal Star and All- 
Nebraska recognition by the Omaha World-Herald. As a tight 
end, he had 16 receptions for 311 yards and four TDs. As a 
junior, Sutton had 75 tackles while helping Southeast reach 
the Class A state quarterfinals. He also visited Ohio and had 
a scholarship offer from South Dakota State. Sutton, who 
was rated as a 2-star prospect and the No. 9 overall player in 
Nebraska by Rivals.com, accepted a grayshirt offer from the 
Huskers. That means Sutton will be a part-time student next 


fall and then enroll as a full-time student at UNL in January 


BIO: Rated by Rivals.com as the No. 14-ranked junior college 
player at all positions and the No. 3-ranked junior college 
defensive back, Stafford chose Nebraska over offers from 
Florida, Southern California and Iowa State. In his second 
season playing for Chaffey (Calif.) Community College, 
Stafford racked up 62 total tackles, including 35 solo stops and 
three for loss. He also totaled five interceptions and six pass 
breakups. On special teams, Stafford had 17 kickoff returns for 
475 yards and a TD as well as nine punt returns for 136 yards. 
During his freshman year, Stafford recorded 85 tackles and four 
interceptions. Stafford was named first-team All Central West 
Conference after both of his seasons at Chaffey and first-team 
all-California in Region V. Coming out of high school at Norco, 
Calif., Stafford played against current Huskers Taylor Martinez 
and Eric Martin and was a teammate with both in a post-season 
all-star game. Stafford totaled 93 total tackles with 56 unassisted, 
as a high school senior, picking off six passes, causing two 
fumbles and recovering one in addition to four blocked field 
goals. Stafford has the size to play safety and also the tackling 
ability to slide down to the “peso” position that NU featured 
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David Sutton, TE 


Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast High School) 
Height: 6-3 ¢ Weight: 250 ° 40-yard dash: 4.6 


tok 


of 2012 when he will go on scholarship and his eligibility 
clock will begin. Officially, Sutton will be a member of 


Nebraska's 2012 recruiting class. 


SUTTON ON HIS FUTURE AT NEBRASKA: “T’ll be going in 
at tight end, which is the most immediate need,” Sutton said 
in an interview with the Lincoln Journal Star. “If it doesn’t 
work out at tight end, they'll look to make a switch. I told 
recruiters I didn’t have a preference. I played both ways in 


high school and played pretty much every snap.” 


SOUTHEAST COACH JOHN LARSEN ON SUTTON: “Because 
of his potential to get downfield from his tight end position, 
that opened up things for other players,” Larsen told the 
Journal Star. “Most teams assigned two players to him. He’s 
6-3, right at 250 pounds and can run, so it’s tough to stop 


him.” 


a heey -_> 

-Daimion Stafford, DB 

Norco, Calif. (Norco High School/ Chaffey C.C.) 
Height: 6-1 * Weight: 210 * 40-yard dash: 4.46 


in 2010. He reminds some of recently graduated Huskers Eric 
Hagg and DeJon Gomes and also has the ability to return kicks. 


WHY STAFFORD CHOSE NEBRASKA: “Besides the coaches, it’s 
pretty much the tradition. You know, it’s a powerhouse team 
and the defense and DBs rank near the top in everything. I want 
to play with a great defense, great defensive coaches and all that. 
I talked to both coaches and they sound pretty good.” 


HUSKERSILLUSTRATED.COM’S JOHN TALMAN ON STAFFORD: 
“Like (Joseph) Carter, if you're drawing up a junior college safety 
recruit, it would probably look and play like Stafford. He’s a big, 
physical safety who can really run. He showed that athleticism 
in the return game for Chaffey, a spot that he could easily fill at 
Nebraska as well. He reads plays well, is great in coverage, but it’s 
his tackling ability that makes him stand out on film. He arrives at 
plays and makes his presence known when he gets there, Overall, 
it’s easy to see why Stafford was talked to by Nebraska about 
coming in as a similar player to DeJon Gomes during his Husker 
in-home visits this fall and winter.” 
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BIO: Starling had 2,377 yards rushing and 31 TDs as a 
senior along with 790 yards and eight scores passing, 
leading his team to the state semifinals as a senior one 
year after helping Gardner Edgerton to the state finals. 
As a senior, Starling was named first-team all-state in 
Kansas’ second-largest classification and won the 28th 
annual Simone Award for the most outstanding football 
player in greater Kansas City. He was also the Kansas 
City Star's all-metro player of the year. Also a top baseball 
prospect as a pitcher and outfielder, Starling was named 
the nation’s top high school player by Baseball America and 
is projected to be an early round pick in the June Major 
League Baseball amateur draft. Showing his athletic 
versatility, Starling was named to the 5A all-state second- 
team for basketball as a junior. Rivals.com named Starling 
as the No. 6-ranked athlete and No. 119-ranked player at 
all positions nationally. In addition, he was listed as the 
website’s No. 2-ranked player in Kansas. Starling was one 


of five Husker signees selected to play in the U.S. Army 


All-American Bowl. He chose Nebraska over Notre Dame, 
with Alabama, Kansas and Oklahoma as the remainder of 
his top five. 


WHY STARLING CHOSE NEBRASKA: “I love the fans 
there. Of course they’re moving to the Big Ten, but it’s still 
close (to home). I feel like I've gotten to know the coaching 
staff a little better. Coach (Bo) Pelini and I have a great 
relationship. Playing both sports here is great. I feel like I 
can help both programs out.” 


GARDNER EDGERTON COACH MARVIN DIENER ON 
STARLING: “I don't know if Kansas will ever see another 
three-sport athlete like him. The biggest asset in regards 
to Bubba is he’s fun to cheer for. There are some stars who 
aren't, but he’s genuine — just a great kid. 


BIO: During the summer before his senior season, Sterup 
gave his verbal commitment to Nebraska, bypassing 
double-digit offers by schools such as Notre Dame, 
Stanford, Wisconsin, UCLA and Iowa. Rivals.com named 
Sterup its No. 26 offensive tackle and the No. I-ranked 
player in Nebraska at all positions. As a senior, Sterup not 
only starred on the offensive line by helping his team rush 
for more than 3,500 yards but also had 58 tackles and four 
sacks on defense. Sterup was chosen first-team Super-State 
by the Lincoln Journal Star and first-team All-Nebraska by 
the Omaha World-Herald. Following his junior year, Sterup 
was named second-team Super-State by the Journal Star 
and second-team All-Nebraska by the World-Herald. St. 
Cecilia went undefeated in winning back-to-back Class 
C2 state championships during Sterup’s final two years 
at the school. Also a top basketball prospect, Sterup was 
named Class C1 first-team all-state by the Journal Star and 
Associated Press and second-team all-state in by the World- 


42 HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED \ Ane dor 


Herald after his junior season. At 6-foot-8, Sterup is among 
the tallest recruits in Husker history, with 6-8 tackle Tom 
Punt (1988-90) the tallest known football letter-winner in 
NU history. 


WHY STERUP CHOSE NEBRASKA: “I continue to have a 
better relationship with (Nebraska offensive line) coach 
(Barney) Cotton. Meeting with the players, I realize they’re 
a lot like myself and I can see myself in their position in a 
couple years.” 


ST. CECILIA COACH CARL TESMER ON STERUP: “Zach's a 
great prospect. He’s a young man with a great future ahead 
of him in... his college years. With his frame, he could 
carry 40-50 more pounds easily and still be able to run and 
be mobile. He’ll be able to carry 310 pounds real well. He’s 
Just going to get better no matter what, and Nebraska will, 
no doubt, do a great job with him. 


BIO: Jamal Turner is accustomed to the spotlight. He burst 
onto the scene in the Dallas Metroplex as a sophomore, 
rushing for 442 yards and nine TDs, while throwing for 
2,611 yards and 21 scores and was named District 4-5A 
Newcomer of the Year. He followed that as a junior with 
district MVP honors after rushing for 1,809 yards and 
19 TDs and throwing for 1,816 yards and 13 more TDs. 
Turner was named second-team all-state in class 5A by The 
Associated Press Sports Editors. In 2010 Turner rushed 
for 1,888 yards and 35 TDs and threw for 1,551 yards and 
eight scores and was again named first-team all-District 
and district MVP. Turner was the first player in Arlington 
school district history to total more than 10,000 yards 
of total offense in a career. As a senior he shattered the 
single-season TDs record by scoring 43 in 10 games. The 
previous record was 31 scores in 15 games. Rivals.com 
named Turner the No. 140 overall player and No. 7-ranked 
dual-threat quarterback nationally, as well as the No. 
19-ranked player in Texas. Although Turner committed to 


the Huskers early, he still received offers from Oklahoma, 
Southern California, Texas A&M and TCU. 


WHY TURNER CHOSE NEBRASKA: “I could tell with 
the way they’re remaking their offense with running 
quarterbacks now that it could fit me well. When they went 
to the (2009) Holiday Bowl, I could really see what they 
were doing with their quarterbacks. It kind of caught my 
attention.” 


RIVALS.COM’S CHRIS NEE ON TURNER: “Although 
Nebraska recruited Turner as a quarterback, he played 
wide receiver in the Under Armour All-America Game. 
Despite no game experience at the position, Turner showed 
very good hands and was beating a lot of highly touted 
defensive backs in one-on-one battles. In fact, he did 
well enough that his teammates were unaware he wasn’t 
actually a receiver.” 


BIO: From his defensive tackle position, Williams was a 


tackling machine during his final two seasons of high school 
football. As a junior, Williams led his team after racking up 157 
tackles, including 15 tackles for loss and 15 sacks. He followed 
that with 111 total tackles, 15 tackles for loss and 10 sacks as a 
senior, earning him Division II co-defensive-player-of-the-year 
honors for the state. After his final high school season, Williams 
was again named first-team all-league and first-team all district, 
as well as first-team All-Ohio in Division IJ. Williams gave 
Nebraska his commitment in April of 2010, before his senior 
year of high school. The Huskers then had to fend off suitors 
such as Michigan, Michigan State, Oregon, Stanford, West 
Virginia and Wisconsin to hold onto Williams. Exceptionally 
quick off the ball, Rivals.com ranks Williams as the No. 36 
defensive tackle nationally and the No. 22 player at all positions 


in talent-rich Ohio. 


huskersillustrated.com 


WHY WILLIAMS CHOSE NEBRASKA: “It was just the people at 
Nebraska that made all the difference. I just got a feeling when 
I was there that I didn’t get anywhere else. I went with my gut 
feeling. I spent a lot of time with the (Nebraska) coaching staff 


and I really felt that I fit in there.” 


SPRINGFIELD COACH ROB MATERNI ON WILLIAMS: “What’s 
most impressive about Kevin is that he’s so explosive and so 
quick. He’s got great upper and lower-body strength and he 
plays the game with a passion. I think that’s what separates 
him from a lot of other players. He led us in tackles and tackles 
for loss and sacks from an interior line position. That’s pretty 
impressive. He’s becoming more of a vocal leader right now, but 
last year he led by example. I think he elevates the play of the 


guys around him.” 
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Jim Murphy 


UNRECRUITED HUSKER BECOMES BIG-TIME RECRUITER 


The most famous soldier in a modern 
movie was right. Life really is like a box 
of chocolates — you just never know 
what you're going to get. 

Take Jim Murphy, the son of Jim 
Murphy, Sr., a 1956 Nebraska football 
captain and close personal friend of 
former Husker and Wisconsin Athletic 
Director Barry Alvarez — young Murph’s 
high school football coach in Lexington, 
Neb. 

Young “Murph” was an un-recruited 
walk-on who began his Husker career 
as an eighth-team defensive back, only 
to work his way up and letter in 1981 
before becoming a part-time starter 
in1982. 


Murphy remembers that long, 


rsillustrated.com 


winding road and the “Ten 

Commandments” that he and teammate 

Mitch Krenk agreed to when they started 

at the bottom: 1) Be low maintenance; 2) 

don’t get hurt; 3) if you get hurt, pretend 

like you’re not; 4) make grades; 5) stay 

out of trouble; 6) show up every day; 

7) never miss practice; 8) never be late 

to a meeting; 9) never give coaches any 

reason to think you don’t belong; and 10) 

push each other so relentlessly, coaches 

will be forced to find a spot for you. 
There’s irony in that old-school 

journey. Young Murph’s uncle is 

Monte Kiffin. His cousins are Lane 

and Chris Kiffin. All three are members 

of the Southern California football 


coaching staff who are related to one 


of the biggest recruiters in the state of 
Nebraska. 

Murph is Lt. Col. Jim Murphy. He 
oversees recruiting and retention for the 
Nebraska Army National Guard. Last 
year, he led the charge to recruit 503 
young men and women soldiers, and 
he’s hoping to recruit a similar number 
this year. 

Now 51, Murphy joined the Nebraska 
National Guard as a 19-year-old college 
freshman and is in his 32nd year in the 
Army. He’s been married to his wife, 
Cherri, an emergency room registrar, for 
26 years, and they have two daughters 
— 23-year-old Lauren, an elementary 
teacher in the Lincoln Public Schools, 
and 18-year-old Paige, a senior at 
Lincoln Southeast High School. 

Murphy believes the perseverance 
required to meet the daily grind of 
being a walk-on paved the way for his 
professional career. 

“Coach (Tom) Osborne always said 
that every day you compete in football, 
you either get better or you get worse,” 
Murphy recalled. “Well, it’s the same 
way in the military. I love the daily 
grind. I enjoy serving my country, and I 
enjoy serving my state. Really, Nebraska 
football taught me everything I needed 
that’s important to what I do now — 
leadership, loyalty, duty, respect, selfless 
service, honor and personal courage.” 

Murphy has the perfect incentive 
for recruits who meet all the necessary 
qualifications to be soldiers. “We offer 
tuition assistance at any state-supported 
or private university in Nebraska,” he 
said. “Like football coaches, we're 
looking for dedicated leaders, and every 
day, I’m thankful for having a job where 
I get paid to do something that’s also my 
hobby.” 


by Randy York 
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Osborne s First Class 


ootball recruiting 

was about to change 

dramatically when Tom 
Osborne succeeded Bob Devaney 
as head coach in 1973. Osborne’s 
first recruiting class would be the 
last in which the NCAA allowed 
the awarding of as many as 45 
scholarships in a given year. 
Osborne’s first class included 42 
scholarship recruits. In 1974, the 
limit was reduced by one-third, with 
30 becoming the maximum and the 
total scholarships at any given time 
set at 105. 


Zone | 


z= 


% a MIKE FULTZ WAS AMONG 18 IN-STATE SIGNEES 


1 on 


‘ 


IN TOM OSBORNE’S FIRST RECRUITING CLASS. 


In 1972, the NCAA had restored 
freshman eligibility for varsity 
competition, though a Cornhusker 
true freshman wouldn't play 
enough to earn a letter until 1974 — 
running back Monte Anthony. 

The NCAA’s reduction in 
scholarship numbers also led to 
Osborne’s increased emphasis 
on walk-ons. But that was a year 
away. Nebraska could still sign 45 
recruits in 1973, and the Huskers 
filled all but three of those 45 with 
high school athletes. Two other 


scholarships went to junior college 


transfers, defensive back Wonder 
Monds and center Tom Thomas, 
who were not included on the 
official list of recruits. 

Nebraska often listed high school 
recruits at both offensive and 
defensive positions. On which side 
of the ball they would play was 
determined during their freshman 
season. Mike Fultz, for example, 
was listed as a “back” when he 
arrived in the fall of 1973. But he 
was quickly moved to defensive 
tackle, where he earned first-team 


all-conference recognition twice 


. 


C 


SY RANDY HAMPION 


pro 


and All-America honors as a senior in 
1976. 

Fultz, who played five seasons in the 
National Football League, was among 18 
in-state players in the class, described by 
Osborne, in what would become typical 
fashion, as “very good.” 

Among the most publicized out-of- 
state recruits were Bobby Thomas, Jason 
Justice and Chucky Baker. Thomas was 
considered the next Johnny Rodgers, 
based on a high school career in 
Bridgeport, Pa., in which he caught 54 
touchdown passes. He caught 56 passes 
for 1,083 yards and 14 touchdowns as a 
Husker. 

Stan Waldemore, among five in the 
class from New Jersey, was also among 
the most notable out-of-state line recruits. 
Husker defensive coordinator and line 
coach Monte Kiffin, who recruited New 
Jersey, wanted Waldemore on defense, 
where he even practiced some with 
the varsity as a freshman. But during 
the spring of his freshman year he was 
moved to offense, where he went on to 
play nine seasons in the NFL, 

Typically, recruits played on the 
freshman team then redshirted before 
contributing on the varsity. 

The numbers allowed for recruiting 
mistakes, more so than now, as reflected 
in the fact that barely half of those in 
the 1973 class earned even one letter. 
Only 11 of the 42 earned three letters. 
Bo Pelini couldn't afford to have barely 
a fourth of a scholarship recruiting class 


contribute significantly. 
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Nebraska s 1973 Recruiting 


PLAYER 

Doug Ames 
Chucky Baker 
King Block 

Mark Brock 

Ed Burns 

Jeff Carpenter 
Mike Clark 

Joe Collura 
Lawrence Cooley 
Tom Davis 

Earl Everett 
Greg Fields 
Mike Fultz 
Randy Garcia 
Reg Gast 

Dave Gillespie 
Bob Hayes 

Gary Herman 
Scott Hertenstein 
Lawrence Humphrey 
James Jackson 
Greg Jorgenson 
Jason Justice 
Jack Kelley 
Lindsay Kucera 
Rocke Loken 
Bruce Maske 
Dan Miller 

John Minetti 
Tony Samuel 
Arty Semler 
Rocky Senkbeil 
Kent Smith 

Ken Spaeth 

Rod Stovall 
Steve Tangeman 
Bobby Thomas 
Brian Throlson 
Stan Waldemore 
James Wightman 
Larry Young 


Dale Zabrocki 


6-3 
6-2 
6-0 
6-4 
6-2 
6-1 
6-6 
6-2 
6-0 
6-2 
6-0 
68 
6-4 
62 
6-2 
61 
6-6 
6-3 
6-3 
6-2 
6-3 
6-2 
6-3 
5-11 
6-1 
5-11 
6-2 
6-2 
6-2 
6-3 
6-2 
6-4 
6-2 
6-4 
5-10 
6-4 
59 
6-1 
6-3 
6-3 
6-1 
59 


190 
190 
198 
206 
205 
200 
235 
205 
225 
230 
189 
240 
230 
180 
200 
190 
270 
215 
220 
235 
15 

220 
215 
190 
200 
175 
195 
222 
220 
210 
216 
205 
195 
220 
175 
190 
170 
181 
235 
220 
195 
168 


HOMETOWN 
Minot, N.D. 

Port Anhur, Texas 
Ames, lowa 
Omaha 

Omaha 

Council Bluffs, lowa 
Phoenix. Ariz. 
Lincoln, Neb, 
Monroe, Mich. 
Omaha 

Kansas City, Mo, 
San Francisco 
Lincoln, Neb. 

Los Angeles 
Lincoln, Neb, 
Saratoga, Calif. 
Bakerstield, Calif. 
Omaha 

West Covina, Calif. 
Sidney, Neb. 
Lynchberg, Va. 
Minden, Neb, 
LaMarque, Texas 
Bellevue, Neb. 
North Bend, Neb. 
Littleton, Colo. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Hebron, Neb. 
East Orange, N.uJ. 
Jersey City, Nd. 
Newark, N.J. 
Grand Island, Neb. 


Thiel River Falls, Minn. 


Mahnoman, Minn. 
Bellevue, Neb. 
Omaha 

Bridgeport, Pa. 
Cedar Rapids, lowa 
Belleville, N.J. 
Omaha 

Jersey City, Nu. 


Bellevue, Neb, 


POSITION 
line 

end 

back 

end 
quarterback 
linebacker 
line 

line 
linebacker 
line 
quarterback 
line 

back 
quarterback 
linebacker 
back 

line 

line 

line 

line 

end 

end 

back 

back 

back 

end 

end 
linebacker 
line 

end 
linebacker 
quarterback 
back 

end 

back 

end 

end 

back 

line 
linebacker 
back 

back 


Class 


LETTERS 


1977 
1975-76-77 


1976-77-78 
1975-76-77 
1974-76 
1974-75-76 
1976-77 
1976-77 
1974-75-76 
1975 


1975-76-77 


1975-76 
1975-76-77 


1974-75-76 
1975-76-77 
1975-76-77 
1976-77 
1976 


State breakdown: Nebraska 18, California 5, New Jersey 5, lowa 3, Texas 3, Minnesota 2, Arizona, 


Colorado, Michigan, Missouri, North Dakota, Virginia. 
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W® Notebook 


Finishing Touches 


Braylon Heard continues to wage battle to become 
eligible for Huskers sean stevens 


BRAYLON HEARD 


In our last issue we 
reported that 2010 
running back Braylon 
Heard (5-11, 180) of 
Youngstown, Ohio, had 
qualified academically. 
Unfortunately the NCAA 
Clearinghouse saw it 
differently, and Heard 
came up one point short 
on his ACT exam. 

While Heard will retake 
the test this spring in 
hopes of qualifying by fall, 
Nebraska shored up the 
position by signing Ameer 
Abdullah (5-9, 177) of 
Homewood, Ala. 

Abdullah spurned 
Alabama, Auburn, and 
USC to become a Husker. 
He rushed for over 1,800 
yards and had over 500 


receiving yards as a 
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senior, scoring 28 total 
touchdowns in Alabama's 


largest classification. 


LOOKING FOR A SIGN 
Heading into Signing 
Day, Nebraska was one of 
defensive tackle Todd Peat, 
Jr.'s (6-3, 300) top choices 

along with Arizona State. 
The Tempe, Ariz., star was 
considered a strong lean to 
the hometown Sun Devils, 
but he surprised many by 
signing with Nebraska. 

Peat consulted his 
father, former NFL player 
Todd Peat, Sr. throughout 
the recruiting process. 
Father favored Nebraska, 
but son was unsure until 
the night before signing his 
letter of intent. 

“I’m driving down the 


street and | pull up to 


the stoplight. I'm totally 
spacing out, not paying 


attention to anything. 


Something catches my eye, 


and it’s the license plate of 
the car in front of me. It’s 
a Nebraska license plate. 
I’ve never seen a Nebraska 
license plate in Arizona in 
my life. I’m just like, “This 
is a sign, and I’ve got to go 


to Nebraska.” 


KEY KICKER 

Kicker was a high 
priority for the Huskers, 
as they must replace 
graduated seniors 
Alex Henery and Adi 
Kunalic. After some early 
disappointments NU 
finally got their man in 
Mauro Bondi (6-1, 190) of 
West Boca Raton, Fla. 

Bondi didn’t receive his 
first scholarship offer until 
mid-January. He accepted 
that offer from Wake 
Forest after an official 
visit, but when Nebraska 
called, Bondi couldn’t 
refuse. 

“The coaching staff 
is really impressive, and 
they have a lot that suits 
the needs of kickers, and 
the facilities are top of the 


line,” Bondi said. 


COMMIT Q&A 


MAURO BONDI 


Ata glance: Boca 
Raton, Fla., West kicker 
Mauro Bondi will have 
some big shoes to fill 
if he hopes to replace 
Alex Henery for Nebraska. Huskers 
illustrated caught up with Bondi in the 
commit spotlight. 


SEAN CALLAHAN: What is the story 
with your first name? 

BONDI: My nameis Italian. My dad is 
full-blooded Italian and he was born 
in Italy. It is an Italian name and my 
middle name Francesco is named 
after my grandfather. 


CALLAHAN: When did you start 
kicking and realize you could be 
pretty good at it? 

BONDI: | started kicking last 
September, so it's been a little over 
a year now. | actually tried to find 
the help of everyone | could and 
it just showed that in a year’s time 
how good someone can get, and | 
think that's what Nebraska found 
interesting. They said, “If can be that 
good after a year, imagine where I'll 
be in four years.” 


CALLAHAN: What's the best part of 
living in Miami? 

BONDI: The weather, definitely. I've 
been to cold places though, and | 
know Nebraska is the coldest it gets 
right now, but weather is not a big 
concern for me. | just want to play 
football. 


CALLAHAN: How much time do 
you spend at the beach during the 
summers? 

BONDI: You have school, then you 
have practice and then it’s the beach. 
That's where you are when it’s sunny. 


CALLAHAN: How often have you 
been asked about why you picked 
Nebraska, being from Florida? 
BONDI: People are actually 
excited. Everybody here knows 
about Nebraska being such a good 
program, but they never knew 
somebody out of such a small school 
could go to such a big place. A lot 
of people were shocked that a big 
school like Nebraska came around so 
late in the process. Everybody here is 
really excited. 


2011 Husker Recruiting Class (20) 


*** AMEER ABDULLAH, RB, 5-9, 180, Homewood, Ala. (Homewood) 
*+#%  TAARIQ ALLEN, WR, 6-3, 190, Weston, Mass. (The Rivers) 
tok MAURO BONDI, PK, 6-0, 190, Boca Raton, Fla. (West Boca Raton) 
x*x* JOSEPH CARTER, DE, 6-5, 250, Jackson, S.C. (Chaffey College) 
xxx DANIEL DAVIE, DB, 6-1, 185, Beatrice, Neb. (Beatrice) 
*&** AARON GREEN, RB, 5-11, 190, San Antonio, Texas (James Madison) 
**** CHARLES JACKSON, DB, 5-11, 180, Spring, Texas (Klein Collins) 
#+&e* RYAN KLACHKO, OL, 6-4, 285, Springfield, Ill. (Sacred Heart-Griffin) 
xée& *TYLER MOORE, OL, 6-6, 300, Clearwater, Fla. (Countryside) 
«x TODD PEAT, JR., DT, 6-3, 295, Tempe, Ariz. (Corona Del Sol) 
*** GIVENS PRICE, OL, 6-4, 275, Houston, Texas (Alief Taylor) 
*** MAX PIRMAN, LB, 6-5, 218, Orville, Ohio (Orville) 
*&» RYNE REEVES, OL, 6-3, 295, Crete, Neb. (Crete) 
**** DAVID SANTOS, LB, 6-0, 193, Spring, Texas (Klein Collins) 
ak DAVID SUTTON, TE, 6-3, 250, Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 
+ DAIMION STAFFORD, DB, 6-1, 210, Norco, Calif. (Chaffey CC) 
**** BUBBA STARLING, QB, 6-5, 195, Gardner, Kan. (Gardner Edgerton) 
«**x* ZACH STERUP, OL, 6-8, 265, Hastings, Neb. (St. Cecilia) 
xe *JAMAL TURNER, QB, 6-1, 175, Arlington, Texas (Sam Houston) 
&*  *KEVIN WILLIAMS, DT, 6-2, 275, Holland, Ohio (Springfield) 


*Enrolled at Nebraska in January 


2011 Walk-On List (15) 


NATHAN ALLEN, DL, 6-0, 270, Ainsworth, Neb. (Ainsworth) 

BRODERICK BOEHM, LB, 5-11, 205, Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

TYSON BROEKEMEIER, QB, 6-1, 180, Aurora, Neb. (Aurora) 

SAM BURTCH, WR, 6-3, 175, Elmwood, Neb. (Elmwood-Murdock) 

JACK GANGWISH, LB, 6-2, 215, Wood River, Neb. (Wood River) 

AARON HAYES, OL, 6-3, 265, Elkhorn, Neb. (Elkhorn) 

ADAM KUCERA, OL, 6-6, 285, Litchfield, Neb. (Litchfield) 

MURAT KUZU, RB, 5-11, 190, Plano, Texas (Plano) 

CHRIS LONG, OL, 6-4, 265, Blair, Neb. (Blair) 

GREG MILLIKEN, ATH, 6-1, 195, Wahoo, Neb. (Wahoo) 

ANTHONY RIDDER, LB, 6-2, 195, West Point, Neb. (West Point Central Catholic) 
EDDIE RIDDER, TE/DE, 6-6, 225, Elkhorn, Neb. (Mount Michael Benedictine) 
WILL SAILORS, OL, 6-3, 260, Lincoln, Neb. (Lincoln, Northeast) 

DEREK SLAUGHTER, LB, 5-11, 200, Pelham, Ala. (Pelham) 

RICHARD WYNNE, Jr., 5-9, 175, Omaha, Neb. (Creighton Prep) 


List according to information obtained by Huskerslllustrated.com 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 


2011 CORNHUSKER STATE GAMES | JULY 15-24 


65 SPORTS | ALL AGES, ALL ABILITIES 
FOR SPORT INFO, DEADLINES AND REGISTRATION, VISIT 
CORNHUSKERSTATEGAMES.COM 


DEEP IN 
TEXAS 


THE HEART OF 


BY JOHN TALMAN 
RECRUITING PUBLISHER, 
HUSKERSILLUSTRATED.COM 


Roller coaster recruiting ride ends with a jolt 


HOW DO YOU sum up the 2011 
recruiting class? 

I'm going to make an attempt. 

For starters, it was one heck of a 
rollercoaster ride from beginning to 
finish. You had a class that seemed to be 
assembled faster than any other, at least 
to the double-digit commit mark, by July. 
Things were looking up during the early 
portion of the season as the Huskers 
were rising up the polls on the field and 
generating big recruit interest off of it. 

There were peaks and valleys of 
course, especially toward the end of the 
season when the Big Red lost three of its 
last four. Recruiting seemed static with 
touches of bad news scattered about as 
January began. A few de-commits, lots 
of time since the last pledge and still 
several big needs. 

The last three weeks before Signing 
Day were something to watch, Husker 
coaches such as Tim Beck, John Papuchis 
and Carl Pelini seemed to come up the 
most as new targets emerged late and 
last-minute visits were set up. Bo Pelini 
racked up frequent flier miles as well 
and capped off the year with one of the 
biggest pre-Signing Day closes on a top 
recruit that we'd seen in a while. 

I'm talking about Todd Peat, Jr., the 
4-star defensive tackle whom everybody 


had going to Arizona State for the better 
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part of the last few months. 

Let’s not forget about everything else 
Nebraska did in the final hour. It was 
left without a kicker after Niklas Sade 
chose to stay close to home and switched 
to North Carolina State. So the Huskers 
found a diamond in the rough with 
combo specialist Mauro Bondi from 
West Boca Raton, Fla. 

Just a week before Signing Day, 
Arizona defensive end commit — top 
JUCO Joseph Carter — said he was 
making the switch to be a Husker. Again, 
huge need filled. 

Ameer Abdullah emerged late, A 
week and a half after his offer and in- 
home visit with his future position coach 
(Beck), he was a Husker commit. That 
was the first time he had met a Nebraska 
coach. 

Nebraska didn’t even get all the late 
targets it pursued, such as Bondi’s 
teammate, wide receiver Robert 
Lockhart, Also, top linebacker target 
Keeon Virgile picked North Carolina 
over the Huskers. 

The only thing that put a damper 
on Signing Day was that the top-15 
ranked class became overshadowed with 
coaching-change talk. Marvin Sanders’ 
surprise resignation came on the heels 
of Indiana coach Kevin Wilson basically 
announcing his replacement during the 


Hoosiers’ Signing Day press conference 


— Corey Raymond. 

Despite all of this, let’s not forget about 
the class this staff signed. Whatever 
happens from here, this could be the 
most versatile group of athletes from top 
to bottom that the Huskers have inked 
since Bo Pelini arrived. 

It certainly was the highest ranked by 
Rivals.com. 

Jamal Turner, Aaron Green and 
Abdullah are just a few players that you 
can say, hey they'll bring something 
different to the table. A different skill 
set to their position or a complementary 
quality that maybe wasn't there. 

Go down the positions — whether it’s 
two quality defensive tackles, a linebacker 
who stormed through offenses in the 
Houston-area, or Charles Jackson who 
will be one of the most physical corners 
the Huskers have on day one. How about 
an offensive line class that some people 
are comparing, at least on paper, to the 
1990 group? You know some of those 
names - Brendan Stai and Zach Wiegert. 

The fact is, this staff added quality 
players at just about every position on 
the football field. 

There are always misses in every class. 
There are always guys you wished you 
could have added down the stretch. They 
still signed one of the most complete 
classes 1 can remember. That bodes well 


for the new future in the Big Ten. M 
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Richardson fights through 
injuries to make a difference 


Despite multiple setbacks, Richardson 
continues to persevere i srian RosENTHAL 


PHOTO BY AARON BABCOCK 


BRANDON RICHARDSON’S BASKETBALL 
SEASON BEGAN INAUSPICIOUSLY. 


In Nebraska's first 
exhibition game on Nov. 3, 
Richardson, a junior guard 
and the Huskers’ leading 
returning scorer from last 
season, stepped on an 
official’s foot. 

He didn’t stumble while 
running down court, or 
inadvertently get tangled 
while chasing a loose ball. 

No, Richardson’s misstep 
came while he stood on 
the sideline, preparing to 
inbound the basketball. He 
took a step back, twisted his 
ankle and left the game. 

Just add that bizarre 
injury to a frustrating list 
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of setbacks for Richardson. 
He battled a sore back all of 
last season, and missed four 
Big 12 Conference games 
as a freshman because of a 
sprained AC joint. 

“Not had a lot of good 
luck,” Nebraska coach Doc 
Sadler said. 

Richardson needed 
a couple of weeks to 
fully heal from his ankle 
sprain, then missed 
most of a December 
game against Eastern 
Washington because of 
the flu. In Nebraska's final 
non-conference game, 
Richardson suffered a 


knee strain. He’s not sure 
how or when the injury 
occurred, but it was severe 
enough that he didn’t play 
in Nebraska’s first Big 12 
game against Iowa State. 

“Tt’s tough, but it comes 
with the game,” Richardson 
said. “This is a sport that 
I’ve chosen to do, so I’ve 
got to live with what goes 
on, as far as my body and 
how I respond.” 

The bright side to all 
of this? Richardson, 
as he usually does, has 
persevered through the 
injury obstacles, and he’s 
provided the Huskers 
with an offensive boost in 
conference play. 

Richardson scored 
six points in the final 5 
minutes of a Jan. 18 victory 
over Colorado — his only 
points of the game. Over 
Nebraska’s next four games, 
Richardson averaged 12.2 
points, including a career- 
high 20 points Jan. 22 at 
Texas Tech. 

“He’s always going to 
give you solid defense, 
of course, and when he’s 
extra aggressive on offense, 
that just gives us an extra 
boost,” Nebraska senior 
guard Lance Jeter said. “It’s 
something we need from 
here on out with Brandon 
because he is capable of 
doing that. Sky’s the limit 
for Brandon.” 

The sleeves and 


BROWN DISMISSED 

Kamyron Brown lasted less 
than a season at Nebraska. Doc 
Sadler dismissed the junior 
transfer only two games into the 
Big 12 season for unspecified 
reasons. 

Brown, a guard, played in five 
games, averaging 2.8 points 
and 8.8 minutes. He played in 
the season opener but was then 
suspended 11 games. 

Brown has since transferred to 
Azusa Pacific, an NAIA school in 
California. 


KELLEY’S 
ENDURING PAIN 

It's hard to say what's hurting 
Dominique Kelley the most — her 
surgically repaired left knee, 
or the fact that’s kept her from 
playing in all but one Big 12 
Conference game for Nebraska. 

Kelley, an honorable mention 
All-Big 12 guard last year, hasn't 
played since logging 8 minutes 
in the Huskers’ Jan. 8 home loss 
to Oklahoma, and her return this 
season is questionable. 

“I've kind of been in the same 
place (with knee pain) since 
the Oklahoma game, and now 
| don't have very many days 
where | feel good,’ Kelley said. 

“| have these dreams about my 
knee feeling better, and then | 
wake up and reality kicks in. 

“It's hard to talk about.” 

Nebraska has sorely missed 
Kelley's experience and 
leadership. The Huskers finished 
the first half of the Big 12 season 
with a 2-6 record, with five 
of those losses by at least 19 
points. 

Through NU's first 11 games, 
Kelley was averaging 15 points, 
5 rebounds and 3.5 assists. But it 
was the seventh game, when NU 
played at Indiana, when Kelley, 
who had knee surgery Sept. 

29, began having more knee 
soreness. 

That caused her to miss a Dec. 
20 game against Louisville, 
ending her streak of 109 
consecutive starts. 

“The first couple games | didn't 
feel 100 percent, but | felt well 
on my way,’ Kelley said. 


2010-11 MBB Schedule 


NOV 03 


NOV 08 


NOV 12 


NOV 15 


PERU STATE (EXH.) DEVANEY CENTER 


BELLEVUE (EXH.) 
SOUTH DAKOTA 


ARK.-PINE BLUFF 


PUERTO RICO TIP-OFF 


NOV 18 


NOV 19 


NOV 21 


VANDERBILT 


DAVIDSON 


HOFSTRA 


usc 


JACKSON STATE 


CREIGHTON 


ALCORN STATE 


TCU 


EASTERN WASH. 


GRAMBLING 


NORTH DAKOTA 


W, 75-43 
DEVANEY CENTER  W, 82-58 
DEVANEY CENTER _W,, 76-68 


DEVANEY CENTER W, 83-40 


AT SAN JUAN, P.R. 
AT SAN JUAN, P.R. 


AT SAN JUAN, P.R. 


DEVANEY CENTER 
DEVANEY CENTER 
DEVANEY CENTER 
DEVANEY CENTER 
DEVANEY CENTER 
DEVANEY CENTER 
DEVANEY CENTER 


DEVANEY CENTER 


SAVANNAH STATE DEVANEY CENTER 


1OWA STATE * 


MISSOURI * 


KANSAS * 


COLORADO * 


TEXAS TECH * 


TEXAS A&M * 


KANSAS STATE * 


KANSAS * 


BAYLOR * 


OKLAHOMA STATE * DEVANEY CENTER 


OKLAHOMA * 


TEXAS * 


KANSAS STATE * 


IOWA STATE * 


MISSOURI * 


COLORADO * 


DEVANEY CENTER 
AT COLUMBIA, MO. 
AT LAWRENCE, KAN. 
DEVANEY CENTER 
AT LUBBOCK, TEXAS 
DEVANEY CENTER 
AT MANHATTAN, KAN. 
DEVANEY CENTER L, 86-66 
AT WACO, TEXAS L, 74-70 
6PM. 
AT NORMAN, OKLA. 8PM. 
DEVANEY CENTER 12:30 P.M. 
DEVANEY CENTER 8PM. 
AT AMES, IOWA 12:30 P.M. 
DEVANEY CENTER 7PM. 


AT BOULDER, COLO. 8PM. 


PHILLIPS 66 BIG 12 TOURNAMENT 


MAR 09-12 TBA * AT KANSAS CITY, MO. 


* CONFERENCE GAMES * BIG 12 CONFERENCE GAME 
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braces aren’t Richardson's only 
hindrances. The biggest bruises 
he endures are sometimes to his 
confidence. 


“Tt just takes time to get back in 


- rhythm,” Richardson said. “The 


confidence part is kind of tough 
because you're favoring the injury. 
You don’t want to re-aggravate it.” 
Richardson has proven he’s 
confident at the free-throw line. 
After missing a crucial front end 
of a one-and-one opportunity in 


the final minute of a 63-60 loss at 
- Kansas, Richardson made his next 


21 free throws over NU’s next five 


- games. That included a pressure- 


filled three straight free throws with 
11.4 seconds remaining, giving 


Nebraska a short-lived lead in a 
72-71 loss at Texas Tech. 
Making free throws is, of course, 


important. But getting to the foul 
line has been a bigger key. 
“Brandon can take it to the hole 
just as good as me,” Jeter said. “I 
know that because he’s doing it in 
practice a lot. When he’s on and 
he’s feeling good, it’s really hard to 


stop him because he can get you 


with his jump shot and he can get 
you with his quickness going to the 
hole. 

“When he’s doing that, we’re 


' just a totally different team, and 


that’s something we’re going to 
need.” 


CHUBICK ENTERING 
HALL OF FAME 

Bruce Chubick, a staple of 
Danny Nee’s teams in the early 
1990s, is being inducted into the 
Nebraska Basketball Hall of Fame 
this month. He’s the 62nd person 
to be inducted since the Hall began 
in 1989, 

Chubick is one of only two 
players in school history to play 
in four consecutive NCAA 
Tournaments. As a senior, he was 
instrumental in helping Nebraska 
to a 20-10 record and the school’s 
first Big Eight Tournament title. 

The Atkinson, Neb., native 
played in 119 games at Nebraska, 
scoring 878 points and ranking in 
the top 15 in school history in both 
shooting percentage (56.1 percent, 
sixth) and rebounds (618, 15th). 
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The losses of 
underclassmen to the 
previous two Major 
League baseball drafts 
had been so severe on 
Nebraska that it opened 
the 2009 season with just 
two pitchers who had 
ever started a game for 


the Huskers. 
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It was daunting enough 
that for the first time in 
his coaching career Mike 
Anderson, who always 
looks at challenging 
situations with a glass- 
half-full mentality, 
admitted to having 
some real doubts about 
what the Huskers could 


become. 


PHOTO BY AARON BABCOCK 


Turns out he was right 
to have questions. NU, 
an NCAA Tournament 
qualifier nine of the 
previous 10 seasons, 
finished 25-28-1 overall 
and last in the Big 12. 

And while Anderson 
and his staff followed 
that up by landing a 


recruiting class that got 


Nebraska's produced a 
stunner with its first Big 12 
dual wrestling victory of the 
season, as the No. 16 Huskers 
knocked off No. 7 Missouri 
17-16 in Columbia on Jan. 30. 
The winning points came in 
the next-to-last match when 
197-pounder Andy Johnson 
earned his fifth straight 
decision by upsetting fifth- 
ranked Brent Haynes. 

“We were in every match 
with a chance to win it, so 
that’s what I'm most proud 
of,’ Nebraska coach Mark 
Manning said. “Our guys 


battle really hard, and you've 


got to compete hard to beat 


ranked 13th-best nationally by 
Collegiate Baseball, Nebraska 
still had to rely on too much 
inexperience in 2010, and 
finished 27-27 overall and 
next-to-last in the league while 
missing the NCAA Tournament 


again. 


But with another strong 


recruiting class in the bank 
(Collegiate Baseball ranked the 
latest one No. 15), Anderson, 
who figured the 2008 draft left 
his program facing an 18-month- 
long rebuilding process, is 
convinced the Huskers are ready 
to be nationally relevant again as 
they embark on their final season 
in the Big 12. 

Considering the league 
features four teams among 
Baseball America’s pre-season top 
25 — Oklahoma, Texas, Baylor 
and A&M ~ his stance could 
easily be considered by those 
who’ve watched the Huskers 
play the last two years as being 
over the top. 

Anderson understands, but he 
can’t help but think about what 
he’s seen in fall practice and off- 
season workouts. 

“Around this time, people 
(outside the program) have this 
impression of, ‘Well, we haven't 
had a good year; we've got to 
get going,’ ” he said. “There’s 
been none of that (self-imposed 
pressure among the players), but 
there’s this tremendous amount 
of togetherness. There is a strong 


sense of urgency, but for the 
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purpose of this team wants to do 
well. That’s a good sign.” 

Here’s what else has him 
smiling. 

* Nebraska returns starters at 
four of the five infield positions, 
while two of the three outfield 
spots will be held by experienced 
former-infielders Kale Kiser and 
Josh Scheffert. 

« If you’re into karma, the 
Huskers got a big dose of the 
good kind when junior third 
baseman Cody Asche was able 
to successfully rehabilitate a foot 
injury that kept him out of the 
latter part of fall ball. Asche, a 
prime candidate for all-league 
honors after hitting .311 with 10 
homers and 58 RBIs last year, 
stretched ligaments in the arch 
of a foot, and had that required 
surgery he would have been lost 
for 2011. 

* For the second straight year, 
the Huskers have three high- 
profile pitching recruits who 
were taken in the Major League 
Draft — Nebraska City’s Logan 
Ehlers, Jon Keller of Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, and Brandon 
Pierce of Gunter, Texas. 
Nebraska also returns seven 
pitchers — all right-handers — 
who accounted for 39 of last 
year’s 54 starts. Additionally, 
NU is getting back highly- 
thought-of left-handed freshman 
pitcher Zach Hirsch, who 
redshirted last year after having 
elbow surgery in February. 


Nebraska has eight games 


TEXAS STATE TOURNAMENT 
FEB18 TEXAS STATE 
FEB19 AIR FORCE 
FEB19 WASHINGTON 
FEB 20 MISSOURI STATE 


BEARKAT TOURNAMENT 
FEB25 N.COLORADO 
FEB 26 N.COLORADO 
FEB 26 SAMHOUSTON ST. 
FEB 27 SAM HOUSTON ST, 


MAR 02 
MAR 04 
MAR 05 
MAR 06 
MAR 08 
MAR 11 
MAR 12 
MAR 13 
MAR 15 
MAR 16 
MAR 18 
MAR 19 
MAR 19 
MAR 20 
MAR 22 
MAR 23 
MAR 25 
MAR 26 
MAR 27 
APR 01 
APR 02 
APR 03 
APR 05 
APR 08 
APR 09 
APR 10 
APR 12 
APR 1S 
APR 16 
APR 17 
APR 19 
APR 22 
APR 23 
APR 24 
APR 26 
APR 29 
APR 30 
MAY 01 
MAY 06 
MAY 07 
MAY 08 
MAY 10 
MAY 13 
MAY 14 
MAY 15 
MAY 19 
MAY 20 
MAY 21 


NEB-KEARNEY 


DOANE COLLEGE 
FRESNO STATE 
FRESNO STATE 
FRESNO STATE 
SOUTH DAKOTA ST 
*KANSAS STATE 
NORTH DAKOTA 
NORTH DAKOTA 
NORTH DAKOTA 
NORTH DAKOTA 
N. COLORADO 

N. COLORADO 
TEXAS TECH 
TEXAS TECH 
TEXAS TECH 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
CREIGHTON 
KANSAS 

KANSAS 

KANSAS 

WICHITA STATE 
KANSAS STATE 
KANSAS STATE 
KANSAS STATE 
CREIGHTON 
OKLAHOMA 
OKLAHOMA 
OKLAHOMA 
1OWA 

BAYLOR 

BAYLOR 

BAYLOR 

TEXAS 

TEXAS 

TEXAS 
CREIGHTON 
TEXAS A&M 
TEXAS A&M 
TEXAS A&M 
MISSOURI 
MISSOURI 
MISSOURI 


BIG 12 TOURNAMENT 
MAY 25-29 

NCAA REGIONALS 

JUN 03-05 

NCAA SUPER REGIONALS 
JUNE 10-13 

COLLEGE WORLD SERIES 
JUNE 18-29 


* NOTA BIG 12 CONFERENCE GAME 


SaaS SS Eee Se 
2011 Baseball Schedule 


SAN MARCOS, TX 
SAN MARCOS, TX 
SAN MARCOS, TX 
SAN MARCOS, TX 


3PM 
11 AM 
7PM 
11 AM 


HUNTSVILLE, TX 
HUNTSVILLE, TX 
HUNTSVILLE, TX 
HUNTSVILLE, TX 


1:30 PM 
1:30 PM 
6:30 PM 

10 AM 


HAWKS FIELD 

HAWKS FIELD 

HAWKS FIELD 

HAWKS FIELD 

HAWKS FIELD 

HAWKS FIELD 

HAWKS FIELD 

HAWKS FIELD 

HAWKS FIELD 

MANHATTAN, KS 
HAWKS FIELD 1:35 PM 
HAWKS FIELD 2:05 PM 
HAWKS FIELD DH 
HAWKS FIELD 1:05 PM 
HAWKS FIELD 1:35 PM 
HAWKS FIELD 1:35 PM 
LUBBOCK, TX 6:30 PM 
LUBBOCK, TX 5PM 
LUBBOCK, TX 1PM 
HAWKS FIELD 6:35 PM 
HAWKS FIELD 2:05 PM 
HAWKS FIELD 1:05 PM 
HAWKS FIELD 6:35 PM 
LAWRENCE, KS. 6PM 
LAWRENCE, KS 2PM 
LAWRENCE, KS 1PM 
WICHITA, KS 6:30 PM 
HAWKS FIELD 6:35 PM 
HAWKS FIELD 3:05 PM 
HAWKS FIELD 1:05 PM 
TD AMERITRADE PARK 6:30 PM 
NORMAN, OK 6:30 PM 
NORMAN, OK 2PM 
NORMAN, OK 1PM 
HAWKS FIELD 6:05 PM 
HAWKS FIELD 6:35 PM 
HAWKS FIELD 2:05 PM 
HAWKS FIELD 1:05 PM 
HAWKS FIELD 6:35 PM 
HAWKS FIELD 2:05 PM 
HAWKS FIELD 1:05 PM 
TD AMERITRADE PARK 7PM 
COLLEGE STATION, TX6:35 PM 
COLLEGE STATION, TX 2:05 PM 
COLLEGE STATION, TX1:05 PM 
HAWKS FIELD 6:35 PM 
HAWKS FIELD 6:35 PM 
HAWKS FIELD 2:05 PM 


1:35 PM 
1:35 PM 
2:05 PM 
1:05 PM 
1:35 PM 
1:35 PM 
2:05 PM 
1:05 PM 
1:35 PM 
6:30 PM 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 


CAMPUS SITES 


CAMPUS SITES 


TD AMERITRADE PARK 
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scheduled in Texas over the 
weekends of Feb. 18-20 and 
25-27. The home opener is 
scheduled for March 2 against 
Nebraska-Kearney, and the 
following weekend the Huskers 
hope to welcome 2010 College 
World Series runner-up UCLA 
to Haymarket Park. 

“Tt’s an important year to shift 
back that momentum to what we 
want it to be,” Anderson said. 
“Tt’s the first time (in three years) 
that we feel like we have the 
horses to shift it. We’re not going 
into this season with a bunch of 
freshmen that we have to rely on, 
(though) we can rely on them... 


I feel good about it.” 


21-YEAR RECORD FALLS 
At the Razorback Invitational 
indoor track and field meet in 
Fayetteville, Ark., on Jan, 29, 
senior David Adams broke a 
21-year-old school record in 
the 3,000 meters with a time of 
7:58.62. The previous standard 
of 8:03.70 had been set in 1990 
by Jacques van Rensburg. “It 
was a great race from the gun, 


and it helped that everyone in 


the lead pack wanted to run 


fast,” said Adams, who finished 


fourth in the sixth-fastest time 
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nationally this season. 


GYMNASTICS 

The 10th-ranked women’s 
gymnastics team posted a 
season-high score of 195.60 en 
route to a second-place finish 


at the four-team Metroplex 


Challenge in Fort Worth, Texas, 


on Jan. 29. No. 6 Alabama 
posted a winning score of 
196.825. 

The 10th-ranked men’s 
gymnastics team got a clutch 
performance from Air Force 
transfer Will Eastman to defeat 
the No. 11 Falcons in a home 
dual on Jan. 30. Eastman 
contributions included his first 


appearance on the vault. 


SWIMMING & DIVING 
The swimming and diving 
team went 2-0 on its road trip 


to UNO and Iowa State that 


preceded its Feb. 5 ‘Senior Day’ 


meet against Missouri. 


TENNIS 

The No. 34 women’s tennis 
team was swept by No. 20 
Northwestern in Evanston, IIL., 
on Jan. 30, ending the Huskers’ 


hopes to make the 16-team ITA 


National Indoor Championship. 


2010-11 WBB Schedule 


PITTSBURG ST. (EXH.) 
NEB.-KEARNEY (EXH,) 
VERMONT 

MIAMI 

SAINT MARY'S 
WASHINGTON ST. 
NEB.-OMAHA 

UNLV 

INDIANA 
CREIGHTON 


NO. COLORADO 


DUEL IN THE DESERT 


DEC 18 
DEC 19 


DEC 20 


HOUSTON 
MARIST 


LOUISVILLE 


SOUTH FLORIDA 
FLORIDA A&M 
OKLAHOMA * 
IOWA STATE * 
KANSAS * 
KANSAS STATE * 
\OWA STATE * 
TEXAS TECH * 
MISSOURI * 
COLORADO * 
BAYLOR * 
OKLAHOMA STATE * 
TEXAS * 
KANSAS STATE * 
MISSOURI * 
KANSAS * 
COLORADO * 


TEXAS A&M * 


DEVANEY CENTER 
DEVANEY CENTER 
DEVANEY CENTER 
DEVANEY CENTER 


DEVANEY CENTER 


AT PULLMAN, WASH. 


DEVANEY CENTER 
DEVANEY CENTER 
AT BLOOMINGTON 
AT OMAHA, NEB. 

DEVANEY CENTER 


AT LAS VEGAS, NEV. 
AT LAS VEGAS, NEV. 


AT LAS VEGAS, NEV. 


DEVANEY CENTER 
DEVANEY CENTER 
DEVANEY CENTER 
AT AMES, IOWA 


DEVANEY CENTER 


AT MANHATTAN, KAN. 


DEVANEY CENTER 
DEVANEY ENTER 


AT COLUMBIA, MO. 


AT BOULDER, COLO. 


DEVANEY CENTER 


W, 78-60 
W, 97-55 
W, 95-38 
W, 99-85 
W, 64-63 
W, 87-79 


W, 80-44 


L, 85-66 
W, 56-53 
L, 76-69 
L, 70-45 


L, 69-45 


AT STILLWATER, OKLA. 2P.M. 


AT AUSTIN, TEXAS 
DEVANEY CENTER 


DEVANEY CENTER 


AT LAWRENCE, KAN. 


DEVANEY CENTER 


7PM. 


7:05 P.M. 


7:05 P.M, 


7PM. 


7:05 PM. 


AT COLL. STATION, TEXAS 7 P.M. 


PHILLIPS 66 BIG 12 CHAMPIONSHIP 


MAR 8-12 AT KANSAS CITY, MO, (MUNICIPAL) 


NCAA FIRST & SECOND ROUNDS 


MAR 19-22 (AT 16 PREDETERMINED SITES) 


NCAA REGIONALS 


MAR 26-29 (AT DALLAS, DAYTON, PHILADELPHIA, SPOKANE) 


NCAA WOMEN'S FINAL FOUR 


APR 3-5 


(AT INDIANAPOLIS, IND. (CONSECO FIELDHOUSE) 


* CONFERENCE GAMES 


Answer Husker Trivia. 


ahamece@ LIFETIME SUBSCRIPTION 


to Huskers I1lustrated. 


Text 
STAYNGAME 
to 95613 


Zac Lee’s dad Bob was what 
university’s athletic dir? 
Reply H1: Utah, H2: 
Pacific, H3: Don’t know, 
but want to win. 


H2 is Right! 
You’re entered to win. 
Care for the ones you love, 
get screened for colon cancer. 


Grand prize winner wil be reo chosen from text signups. 
M Text 


ata Rates may apply. 
STOP to end or HELP for info 0 95613. 


GET SCREENED FOR COLON CANCER 


stesTAY IN TH E GAME 


Stay In the Game is a program of NDHHS - 5U58/DP002043-02 


RR Renee ihaeniiercnilll yn 


ed 


BABCOCK 


BABCOCK 


FROM THE 
ARCHIVES 


MARVELOUS JARVIS 


Jarvis Redwine’s first big game at Nebraska 


came against Penn State in 1979 (shown 
here). He came off the bench to rush for 
124 yards in the 42-17 victory at Memorial 
Stadium. It was the first of 11 times over 
two seasons that he would rush for 

100 or more yards in a game. Redwine 
transferred to Nebraska after two seasons 
at Oregon State. He picked the Huskers in 
part because of assistant Gene Huey, who 
had recruited him out of high school in 
Inglewood, Calif., while the receivers coach 
at New Mexico. After deciding to transfer, 
Redwine had seen Huey on the Husker 
sideline during a televised game. Redwine 
rushed for 2,161 yards and 17 touchdowns 
at Nebraska, despite being limited by 

a knee injury, suffered when Missouri's 
Norman Goodman drove into him on an 
extra-point kick, in 1979 and a broken rib 
in 1980. “Marvelous Jarvis” earned first- 
team All-America honors as a senior and 
was twice picked as the most popular 
Husker in annual voting sponsored by a 


grocery-store chain. 


NEBRASKA 14, 


PITTSBURGH 6 

Nov. 15, 1958 * Memorial Stadium 

Pittsburgh 0 OD Oy 6 > 6 
Nebraska 0 6 8 O- 14 


(N) Mike Eger 10 pass Larry Naviaux (kick failed) 
(N) Pat Fischer 2 pass Naviaux (Naviaux pass 
Fischer) 

(P) Dick Haley 35 pass Bill Kaliden (pass failed) 
Attendance: 24,107 

SE 

A DO YOU REMEMBER? 
ie i ; 

LZ » Pittsburgh's leading pass receiver 


AN 


S BILL JENNINGS \ 


GAMESREMEMBERED 
was a sophomore, 5-9, 163-pound 


Jennings Squad pulls upsel halfback Pat Fischer, who was 


questionable for the game because 


in the game was end Mike Ditka, 
a 6-foot-2, 208-pound sophomore 


from Aliquippa, Pa. Yes, that Mike 


PAT FISCHER 


Ditka. He punted as well. 


» Nebraska's leading receiver also 


of an ankle injury. Fischer caught 


Huskers dash Pitt s dreams of an Orange Bowl bid, Shree hadeectielicion what raved 
by notching third win of the season to be the game-winner. He finished 


the season as the Huskers’ leading 
PITTSBURGH CAME to were already restless. The | some of the more : / 
receiver, with seven catches for 39 


Lincoln ranked No. 10 crowd for the game was exuberant fans storming yards and the one touchdown. 
or No. 14, depending on _ the “smallest since the the field — and trying, » Nebraska scored only 10 
the national poll, and war years,” according to unsuccessfully, to pull tepeodomne Dy tS 2eoNe Gustees 


were shut out three times and 


the Lincoln Sunday Journal — down the goal posts. 


in position to receive an managed more than one touchdown 


Orange Bow! bid if the and Star. Pittsburgh managed to in only three games. They opened 


Jennings’ five seasons run 12 plays in the final with a 14-7 victory against Penn 


h ld wi ; 
Poitier ae wpteee State. So despite finishing 3-7, they 


A? at Nebraska would 2 minutes, reaching the 
remaining two games. could claim the title champions of 
be characterized by Husker 23-yard line. The ; 
They had won six ina y Pennsylvania. 
R occasional dramatic last play was a completed > Two Pittsburgh players and the 
row against Nebraska, Kers’ Dick Kosi tected!) 
upsets, offset by pass and lateral to a Huskers’ Dick Kosier were ejected in 
dating to 1941 and : : the fourth quarter. 
consistent, frustrating tackle, who fumbled. 
including a 34-0 victory ; » Among the most popular 
os ah losses. This would be Saturday night television programs 
at Pittsburgh the previous among the former. BILL JENNINGS (as in November of 1958 were the Perry 
ohare: Sin sts Despite being out- reported in the Sunday come 
‘y i Show, 
three-touchdown favorites weighed 20 pounds per Journal and Star): “When 
: : aye Lawrence 
against Bill Jennings’ 2-6 man, the Huskers made you win, everyone plays Welk’s 
Cornhuskers. two touchdowns hold well... and, by golly, Dancing 
F ‘ . : Party, Hi 
Jennings was in only up to snap a five-game you just can’t explain the hs ie 
Gun Wi 
his second season as losing streak and initiatea feeling that comes with Travelland \> . 
coach, but some fans celebration that included winning.” Gunsmoke. 
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CROSSWORD 
&TRIVIA 


ACROSS 
2. Quarterback recruit who is also a baseball prospect 
4. Offensive line recruit enrolled for spring semester 
9. 2012 non-conference opponent 

10. Oct.8 opponent 

13. Running back recruit from Texas 

14. Leading receiver for 2010 season 

17. 2000 Rimington Award winner 

21. Ex-Husker assistant now at Indiana 

23. NU’s second Heisman Trophy winner 

25. Defensive tackle who was late edition to 2011 class 

26. Junior college defensive end recruit 

27. Linebacker recruit from Ohio 

29. Nov. 26 opponent 

30. Junior college defensive back recruit 

31. Wears No. 15 


DOWN 
1. Kicker recruit 
2. 2009 Outland Trophy winner 
3. First-team AP All-America defensive back 
4. Nov. 19 opponent 
5. 2011 non-conference opponent 
6. Walk-on MVP 
7. Quarterback recruit enrolled for spring semester 
8. Two-time All-Big 12 defensive lineman 
11. First-team AP All-America kicker 
12. Husker assistant who resigned after Signing Day 
15. Wore retired No. 60 
16. Defensive line recruit enrolled for spring semester 
18. Wears No. 48 
19. April 16 event 
20. 2009 College Hall of Fame inductee 
22. Running back who transferred after season 
24. Ex-Husker running back with Packers in Super Bow! 
28. Leading tackler for 2010 season 


Answers will appear in the April issue. 


HUSKERNUTZ 


ih] 


mua 


Wimp 


BRIGITTE KNOWS HOW TO DEAL WITH LENNY’S 
ANNUAL ONSET OF FOOTBALL DEPRIVATION 
SYNDROME. 


nN 


ZaZSRE ASHa 


é. 


ta of 

= 9 | 
j I’m ninth on Nebraska’s career-rushing list, with 
| 2,745 yards and 26 touchdowns. | was a member 

of Frank Solich’s first recruiting class in 1998, and 
l enrolled in January. | played high school football 
at Cedarbrae Collegiate Institute in Scarborough, 

Ontario, Canada. Who am I? 


/ 


Answer will appear in our next issue 


FEBRUARY ANSWER: Tom Novak earned first-team all-conference honors as a 
fullback in 1946 and as a center in 1947, 1948 and 1949. He played both offense 
and defense, of course, and was a linebacker. 


FEBRUARY SOLUTION 
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THE 
FINAL 
WORD 


BY MIKE BABCOCK 


Watson, Gilmore casualties of “winter of discontent” 


JUST GUESSING HERE, but Bo Pelini 
probably would have preferred to skip 
the traditional letter-of-intent-signing-day 
news conference altogether. But he had 
one, by phone. 

The last time Nebraska had a signing- 
day teleconference was, of course, 
never. So listening by phone to Pelini 
talk in generalities about what is, by all 
accounts, an excellent recruiting class 
was curious. It was enough out of the 
ordinary, in fact, that near the end, he 
was asked why the format, 

“No reason, honestly,” he said. “It's 
justin. 

Then he started to give a reason. 

“T was a little bit concerned about the 
weather,” he said. “And it turned out to 
| ree 

Pelini didn’t finish his assessment of the 
weather in Lincoln, which was inclement: 
snow, sub-zero windchills, slick streets, 
schools and businesses shut down. 

Obviously, his concern was justified, 
though reporters are a little like mail 
carriers, Neither snow nor rain nor 
heat nor gloom of night stays these 
couriers from the swift completion of 
their appointed rounds or, in this case, 
perturbing Pelini. 

Speculation was he chose a 
teleconference over an in-person news 
conference to avoid direct confrontation 
over the status of Shawn Watson. 

Even if there were questions — and 
the teleconference was supposed to be 
limited recruiting — it would be a little 


less awkward. 
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As it turns out, Watson's status was, 
apparently, no longer employed as 
Nebraska's offensive coordinator, And 
Ted Gilmore was no longer employed 
as receivers coach and recruiting 
coordinator. And Marvin Sanders was 
no longer employed as secondary coach, 

Earlier that day, during his letter-of- 
intent-signing-day news conference, 
Kevin Wilson, Indiana's new head coach 
had announced that Corey Raymond, 
whom he had only recently hired, was 
leaving to become the secondary coach 
at Nebraska. 

Pelini was asked about that. “I'll address 
staff or anything else when the time is 
right, when I feel that the time is right, 
when you need to know,” he said. The 
next day, he issued a statement indicating 
Sanders had resigned "for personal and 
family reasons” and that a replacement 
would be announced “once the University 
hiring process is completed,” 

I'm saddened by Sanders’ departure, 
and wish him and his family the best, 
that things work out and he’s back 
coaching at some point, somewhere. 

The same is true for Watson 
and Gilmore, who were always 
accommodating and certainly didn’t 
deserve the fan abuse brought about by 
the Huskers’ offensive problems — which 
roughly coincided with Taylor Martinez 
being less-than-healthy down the stretch. 

Watson and Gilmore were coaching 
casualties in what has become 
something of a winter of discontent at 
Nebraska, following a [0-4 season that 


held such promise. 


Pelini had to do what he considers 
best for the program. Whether offense 
or defense, the ultimate responsibility is 
his. Given how some have dismissed a 
10-4 season, it’s easy to understand the 
expectations and resulting pressure on 
the head coach. 

Pelini hasn't backed away, He's 
been adamant about winning 
championships. And three years in, the 
Huskers have yet to win one. 

Now comes the transition to the Big 
Ten, and a new challenge, with a new 
offensive coordinator and four new 
assistants, nearly half of his full-time 
staff. Linebackers coach Mike Ekeler, 
of course, left to become Wilson's co- 
defensive coordinator at Indiana. 

When Huskers Illustrated went 
to the printer, no announcements 
(except for the Sanders statement) 
had been made. According to media 
reports, however, running backs coach 
Tim Beck would replace Watson as 
offensive coordinator; Lincoln native 
Ross Els would come from Frank 
Solich’s staff at Ohio to coach the 
linebackers; former Husker John 
Garrison, an offensive intern at 
Nebraska, would join Barney Cotton 
in coaching the offensive line; and 
Rich Fisher, Taariq Allen's high school 
coach and a former Colorado player, 
would complete the staff. But again, 
Pelini had made nothing official. 

As for the signing-day teleconference, 
“T kind of like that format, to be honest 
with you,” he said. “I don’t see much of 
a difference.” N 


emo a 
Rei <a 


Now Available & Ehannel 292° 


CHIEFS ROYALS 
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY 
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Time 
Follow us on © Warner 


FIRST NATIONAL BANK IS PROUD TO BE 
THE OFFICIAL BANK OF HUSKER NATION. 


The Bank of Husker Nation. 


firstnational.com | Member FDIC | (SY 


